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‘The Cranberries Story 


By Marilou Newell 
Ws a rather old story, especially for those of us whose 
family history is rooted in southeastern Massachusetts and 
the surrounding area: The story of the cranberry. 
My family relied on the annual cranberry harvest 
to provide seasonal jobs. The screening of cranberries, 
process of culling ess-than-desirable berries as they sped 
by on conveyer belts in cold “screen houses,” was 2 job my 
grandmother, Mary Ransom Billard, did annually. My son’s 
paternal family members all worked the bogs at various. 
times, some making a career of bog management from damp, 
bogs to the processing plants’ inventory control, Even spent 
a season “dry picking,” a backbreaking exercise that let me 
tired, humbled, and with a full appreciation and respect for 


On the Cover: Due to. lift needing repair, Salty the Seahorse 
donned his Santa hut a day after the anual event eas sched- 
ted, but one of Mattapoisett’: signature landmarks wears it as 
proudly as ever on December 10, Originally constructed by gift 
shop owner Henry Dunseith in the pre-Route 195 mid-1950s 
when Route 6 was the main thoroughfare to Cape Cod, Salty’s 
{future was as up in the ai as his snows before a restoration proj- 
‘ect in 2000 ensured his long-term future, Red Sox fons wonde 
ing what if’ like to stand next to ihe left field wall at Fenway 
ark need only ook up at Salty, who at 38 fet high i 10 inches 
taller than the Green Monster. Photo by Ryan Feeney 

(Above) The Rochester Fire Department assists with the raising 
of the hat, Photo courtesy Jenny Mello 


the lives of migrant agricultural workers, 

I digress. 

A quick look atthe history of the berry finds us going 
all the way back to when thick glaciers covered the continent. 
‘The glacial movement that eventually freed the land also 
carved out swamps and kettle ponds, some of which became 
perfect locations for vines to grab on and spread, 

‘The Wampanoags’ name for the cranberry is 
‘sasumuneash, The indigenous people understood the 
nutrient value derived from these sour berries. Ever 
resourceful, the Native Americans would y and mash the 
cranberries into a food known as ‘pemmican,’a mixture of 
the dried fruits, animal fat, and dried meats, This food source 
could be stored for months, which must have been one way 
that early locals staved off starvation in the winter, 

You may be surprised to learn that early European 
explorers to the region already knew about cranberries; there 
were bogs throughout the Netherlands’ southern regions and 
parts of England. By the 1880s, Plymouth County recorded 
some 1,347 acres of berries under cultivation. As noted 
above, the cranberry industry has been a critical agricultural 
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and economic driver in the region for many generations. 
Maybe there are senior citizens still around today who 
remember being allowed to leave school to help with the 
cranberry harvest. 

‘And so itis fitting that the Marion Natural History. 
Museum recently hosted a virtual presentation by Dawn 
Gates-Allen, cranberry grower and member of the UMass 
(Cranberry Station in Wareham. We learned that today’s 
cranberry growers are beter able to protect the cranberry 
industry and the environment by using modem technology. 
For this presentation, modern technology also granted the 
viewer a "ride-along” experience. As Gates-Allen transmitted 
hher movement across a cranberry bog, she explained how the 
process of cultivation takes place inthe 2Ist century. 

But first, Gates-Allen took the time to share the beauty 
that can be found in and around a bog. Most bogs are located. 
deep in forested areas far from view, She said that natural 
and human-made water sources are critical to the bog’s 
survival and that an irrigation step system for gravity-fed 
water flow is part ofthe design. Gates-Allen said that birds, 
including eagles, ae often seen around bogs, as well as deer, 
fox, coyotes, and a vast number of small mammals. The bogs, 
and the water system add to the natural envionment, she 
said. 

“The bog ditches are used to manage the rise and fall of, 
water, with Gates-Allen pointing out that cranberry growers 
are the ultimate water experts, Flumes are used to increase 
‘or decrease the amount of water flowing into and out of a 
bog. She said that keeping the flames lear of fallen trees 
and other debris is essential in maintaining a healthy bog in 
good working order. Today, automated irrigation systems 
Using weather data and, in some cases, solar power, help to 
‘minimize the need for energy consumption and freshwater, 
further adding to the health of the environment 

Ever mindful of the need to not only use resources to 
the best economic efficiency but for keeping the environment 
clean, Gates-Allen said chemicals such as pesticides and 
fertilizers are sparingly used and held to the standards 
suggested by the UMass Extension Service. She explained 
a thorough process whereby insects are captured in nets to 
ascertain their number and type to determine whether or not, 
spraying is necessary and, ifso, where. 
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Plumbing & Heating 
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508-758-2455 
Repairs * Remodels * New Construction 
Time to schedule Seasonal Projects & 
Upgrade Your Gas Heating System 






Also available evenings, weekends and holidays 
Mike Healy 508-748-2557 










This time of year, bogs are dormant. But that doesn't 
‘mean nothing is happening; the vines are recharging and 
preparing for next year’s harvest with bud development, 

‘Of the bitter taste ofthe fresh cranberry, Gates-Allen 
stated, “Mother Nature gave us this berry with very low 
sugar but with great versatility” 

To learn more about the cranberries around us, visit 
ag.umass.edu/cranberry. You may also contact the Marion 
Natural History Museum at marionmuseum org. 











Usage of Benson Brook Comes with Rules 
Marion Boerd of Selectmen 
By Mick Colageo 

Town Administrator Jay McGrail could not state 
strongly enough that, while the Town of Marion i tilled 
to open the Benson Brook Transfer Station to its residents on 
January 2, iis absolutely incumbent upon them to follow 
guidelines. 

“No wood and debris in bags... ust [household] trash,” 
said McGrail on December 15, "Our contract with Covanta 
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would potentially be revoked if there is construction debris 
in that trash, bags, or otherwise.” 

While Marion gets set to embark on a new, self 
governing era of trash disposal, which will include the 
‘opportunity to drop off metal in a separate pile from light 
goods, yard waste, and overflow trash, it remains critical that 
the trash Covanta has contracted to haul away be limited to 
“household garbage only.” 

Selectman John Waterman suggested a consequence 
such as a permit revocation should anyone violate the rules 
and gota firm agreement from McGrail and across the boatd 

The town will operate Benson Brook with town staff, 
work out the bugs over the next year or two, and in the 
long view wants the Transfer Station to stand on its own, 
‘economically. The plan is to open on Wednesdays and, 
Saturdays to start, and the agreement is for one year. 

Under a long list of action items on the December 15, 
agenda was the related matter of a new agreement with 
the Town of Rochester for its residents, who have curbside 
pickup, to also use Benson Brook. 

McGrail proposed selling a maximum of 600 stickers to 
Rochester residents at $60 per ($50 for seniors). Both amounts 
would be a $10 inerease on what Marion residents pay in the 
general and senior categories, respectively. Waterman noted 
that trash disposal is no longer free, so the Rochester fee is 
fair 

The partnership with Rochester is one that Marion 
could cancel for any reason. According to McGrail, Rochester 
Town Counsel Blair Bailey authored the agecement that 
he worked out with Rochester Selectman Brad Morse and, 
Marion Board of Selectmen Chair Randy Parker. "They're 
a town we work with on a number of things and help each 
other out,” said McGrail 

During a4:15 pm appointment with Department 
of Public Works Director David Willett, an update was 
provided on stormwater requirements and village 
infrastructure projects 

‘CDM Smith had proposed a $6 million road 
reconstruction project that, based on a second opinion 
offered by BHB, shows potential for substantial savings 
through what Willett referred to as “value engineering.” As 
an example, Willett said that BHB suggested saving the town 























HAVE AN INSURANCE CLAIM? 
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Public Insurance Adjusters 





We represent you the home or business owner 
10 obtain the best possible settlement. 


Dennis Walsh, PA 508-965-9810 
Derek Ashworth, PA 774-271-1391 
Ryan Moore, PA 774-263-8844 
‘Mattapoisett Office 508-758-4326 
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Quality Resale for the Whole Family 


Pie PS 


Extended Holiday Hours: 
Open ‘til 5:30 on Thurs & *Fri aif 
Mon-Tues-Wed-Sat 9-4:30 

12/24 9-2:00 12/25 closed SSUES 


* 9-10am Fridays for at risk or 60+ only 
~Gitt certificates available! ~ 

270 Huttleston Ave. Lifestyles Plaza, Fairhaven 
‘money by lining rather than replacing pipes, avoiding the 
costs of digging up the road and the associated permitting, 
McGrail told the board that, once he gets the cost estimate 
from BHB, he, Willett, Parker, and Waterman would meet to 
come up with a plan to send back to the board for a vote 

Waterman Said that with multiple projects hanging out 
there, including a new DPW and Harbormaster headquarters 
and Town House renovations, “really low” interest rates 
‘would help the town borrow $7.5 million once over the next 
two years to finance all of the projects 

During a 4:30 pm appointment, the board held a 
public hearing to consider the assignment of the town’s two 
Aquiculture licenses that had been owned by Shea Doonan 
and later revoked. 
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‘The board acknowledged the action to be uncharted 
territory, considering itis the reassignment of a revoked 
license and, after substantial discussion, agreed that 
Harbormaster Isaac Perry would research other towns! 
practices in order for Marion to formulate a process for 
future cases, 

‘Open comment was invited, and applicant Josh Lerman, 
15 JoAnn Drive, told the board about an agreement he had 
made with Doonan to purchase the later's equipment and 
product, presumably worth tens of thousands of dollars, He 
expressed dismay in learning that his stock as an applicant 
had perceptually dropped from top to bottom and worried 
that his dealing with Doonan might have played a role. His 
business partner, Chris Horton, also commented, saying that 
they had been at work fora few months and communicating 
with the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries on 
the matter. Horton also expressed his disappointment that 
the proposal, once on a potentially successful track, had 
suddenly “gone sideways.” 

Lerman told the board that the equipment had been 
destroyed. He submitted letter to the town that McGrail 
assured him would receive a written response. 

Selectman Norm Hills told the applicant that, while 
the harbormaster makes a recommendation, the Board of 
‘Selectmen decides. Perry next meets with the Marion Marine 
Resources Commission on January 18, and the selectmen 
voted to continue the hearing to January 19. 

"There were several other action items forthe board. 

An application for sewer connection at § Moorings Road 
was discussed at length. The result i that a more extensive 
project will emerge with the potential to service all the homes 
‘on Moorings Road, in which the board wants to be involved, 
‘Thrwe homeowners will work together through their 
hited engineers, The selectmen approved the connection 
contingent upon Willett signing off on the plans and whether 
a legal question of ownership is resolved 

“The town is ending its association with Gateway, the 
insurance company that has become more costly through the 
shrinking of its consortium of towns. Marion voted to switch, 
to MILA at no increase in a two-year agreement. “Marion is 
50/0 community,” said McGrail, explaining that it costs 
families $300 per week for a family plan premium, Under 
MILA, employees will remain with the same insurance 
carriers, on the same plans, and with the same providers, 
McGrail said he would meetin January with union 
representatives to discuss plan design, which the Board of 
Selectmen would also have to vote on later. 

McGrail reported on a memorandum of understanding, 
with the Police Brotherhood (police union), saying, “The 
tunion is very happy with where we wound up,” including 
“education incentives that the town was able to provide.” 
Waterman commented that vacation time was solved by 
front-loading it onto employees’ anniversary dates. The 
agreement is retroactive to July 2020 

‘The selectmen voted to accept the total population, 
including the seasonal population, on July 10, 2021, tobe 
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Party Size 
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Emil Assing, the sole applicant for the open spot on the 
Conservation Commission, Was voted onto the commission 
as an associate member, 

‘The "Privilege" sticker policy will see no changes for 
2021. All applications will be received by mail or dropped 
off outside the Town House; 150 stickers were prepared and 
ready to go out on December 9. McGrail said the town is 
trying out online applications for dog licensing for now. 

‘McGrail told the selectmen that COVID-19 is “serious, 
in our community right now, numbers continuing to rise 
Is itjust the healthcare facility? That is definitely not the 
case.” He says the majority of cases are being transmitted 
in people's homes, “We'te full bore in the theoes of it right 

‘The Town House will close on December 24 and 25, 
along with December 31 and January 1 

“The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of 
Selectmen will be on January 19 at 4:00 pm via Zoom. 





‘Mattapoisett Master Plan Process Kicks Off 
‘Mattapoisett Master Plant Committee 
By Marilou Newell 

W's been a long time in the making, but at last, 
Mattapoisett’s Master Plan will get an overhaul and update 
now that the committee of volunteers has been sworn in. 
‘Their first meeting was held on December 9. 

‘This meeting and the entire Master Plan process will 
be navigated through completion by Southeastern Region 
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Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD) 
with Geant King as the SRPEDD guide. King said early on in 
the meeting that, while SRPEDD would be involved, that role 
would be o act as advisers, consultants, and the recording 
secretary for the committee. He said SRPEDD had guided 
the Town of Marion in recent years as that town wrote is 
updated master plan 

“[SRPEDD] Should be considered your editors in chic” 
said King 

It isa large committe with 19 members, but committee 
member Katherine Connelly wondered whether the 
committe fairly represented a diverse cross-section of the 
‘entire community. King responded by turning the question 
back tothe committe, asking its members to decide if the 
committee comprises all sectors. He said based on the town’s 
population data, that woul, in fact, be the case 

Mattapoiset’s population has been described as aging. 
‘The 2010 census indicates that 96 percent of the town’s 
population is white, 1 percent African American with all 
‘other racial groups comprising the balance. Income levels 
were pegged at $68,000 per intact household, and nearly 50, 
percent of the population at that time was between ages 45 
and 65. In 2010 the number of residents stood at 6400 

Planning Boaed Chaieman Tom Tucker said he thought 
the committee reflected the community with the exception 
‘of young people below the voting age. He had stated inthe 
past that, cause young people would be inheriting the 
community, he believed they should have a voice in the 
drafting of a Master Plan that would affect thei future. King 
assured the committee that the Master Plan process would 
be viable, saying, “Don’t get lst inthe numbers.” He sid, 
given the caliber of the individuals who volunteered for a 
Seaton the committee, “The quality is there; you are very 
competent and focused.” 

Regarding the Planning Board's authority over the 
process and the final document, King said thatthe state 
‘uidelines indicate that only the Planning Board need 
approve the final plan before it goes to Town Meeting, but 
that most communities seek residents’ input. On December 
9 all five Planning Board members Tucker, Janice Robbins, 
Arlene Fidalgo, Nathan Ketchel, and Karen Field, were 
present and Planning Board Administrator Mary Crain, 

Representing other town board or community 
‘organizations on the committe: Colby Rottle (Finance 
‘Committee and Zoning Board of Appeals), Bob Burgmann 
(Capital Planning), Sandra Hecring (Tree Comittee), 

Paul Osenkowski (Mattapoisett Land Trust), Robin Lepore 
(Friends of the Mattapoiset Bike Path), Carole Cliford 
(Mattapoisett Museum and Mattapoisett Woman's Club), 
Carlos DeSousa (Marine Advisory Board), and Shirley Haley 
(Council on Aging). Other members are Mary Dermody, 
Mike Rosa, Kate Haley, David Horowitz, Paul Criscuolo, 
Donna Shea, Chrystal Walsh, Cecile Sanders, Aaron Smith, 
and Yasmin Fleflch-Vincent. 

King said that moving forward, the committee should 
plan for workshops in preparation for drafting the new 
plan a year from now: He said he wanted the group to 
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tackle matters such as land use, housing, and economic 
development frst. To help jump-start the process, he asked. 
the members to review master plans from other committees, 
including Marion's 

‘The committce will meet again on January 6 and 
February 3 at 7:00 pm. A workshop will be held on February 
21 at 6:30 pm. All meetings are public and will be duly 
advertised with login/ call-in details. 


Cranberry Highway 40R Reaches Final Step 
Rochesfer Conseroation Commission 
By Matthew Donato 

‘The proposed Cranberry Highway 40 development 
saw significant progress during the Rochester Conservation 
Commission meeting held on December 15. After a roughly 
yearlong process to receive commission approval, the Notice 
of Intent Application filed by Steen Realty was unanimously 
approved by the commission memb 

Phil Cordeiro, representing Steen Realty, came before 
the commission to notify members of his progress with the 
Rochester Planning Board. The Planning Board closed the 
public hearing on the development during its ast meeting, 
allowing the project to come toa vote fora final decision in 
carly January. 

‘Cordeiro explained the alterations made tothe plan to 
effectively adhere tothe Planning Board’s conditions. The 
majority of these changes involved proposed work that did 
not fall under Conservation Commission jurisdiction, The 
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Southcoast Health 


‘More than medicine. 


Your weight 
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changes included updates to the existing sewer system on 
the site, additional landscaping to abutters tothe 
property, and the inclusion of building designs on the plans 

Cordeiro’s business with the commission was primarily 
related to a waiver for stormwvater calculations on the site, 
Commission members previously expressed their reluctance 
to approve the plans until Condeito received a required. 
waiver from the Planning Board. Theie apprehension was 
predicated on the possibilty tha, without the waiver from 
the Planning Board, Cordeiro would ultimately need to 
undertake a redesign of the plans in order to adhere to 
requested conditions, 

With Planning Board approval and al ofthe requested 
waivers granted, Condeiro found himself in a stronger 
position to advocate for Conservation Commission 
approval of the plans. “We have continued this hearing for 
1 while now. This project was filed last December,” said 
Conservation Agent Laurell Farinon. “Since he has provided 
ssulficient information, that the project isin compliance with 
stormwater standards, My recommendation isto close the 
public hearing,” Farinon told commission members. 

‘A motion to approve the plans carried and Steen Realty 
will have the authority to begin work on the site, offically 
pending the approval ofa draft decision from the Planning 
Board. 

‘The Conservation Commission moved to discuss a 
Notice of Resource Area Delineation filed by Ryan Young. 
Contention around the delineation has been steadily 
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increasing as abutters to the proposed wetlands notified the 
commission that the area portrayed in the proposal did not 
coincide with their experience living in the area 

(Chris King of Atlantic Design Engineers, Inc 
representing the resource area delineation, explained that 
a site visit took place on December 7 to allow Farinon and 
Amy Ball of Horsley Witten Group to walk the site lines and. 
review the proposed wetlands delineation, 

King and the commission members agreed that the 
current flags delineating the wetlands area were accurate, but 
confusion remained relating to potential flooding areas and 
vernal pools. King sent a letter to the commission members 
on the day ofthe meeting in the hope of dispelling some of 
the concems relating to those issues. Unfortunately, due toa 
lack of suficient time to review the arguments put forth in 
the letter, the commission could not make comments on the 
issues itaddressed. 

Conservation Commission Vice-Chairman Daniel Gagne 
recommended that the commission grant a partial approval 
of the wetlands delineation to allow King to begin the 
process of a formal Notice of Intent application, but several 
commission members expressed their reluctance to issue a 
partial approval, The commission decided that a continuation 
lof the meeting was in everyone's best interest in order to give 
all parties ample time to review topics put forth in the leter 
provided by King. 

The next Rochester Conservation Commission meeting, 
is scheduled to be held remotely on January 19 at 700 pm, 


BOH Renews Support for Hybrid School Model 
‘Marion Board of Health 
By Jean Perry 
The Marion Board of Health says it sil supports the 

hybrid model of learning part-time in-school and part 

time remotely in the Tri-Town despite a statewide surge 

in COVID-19, On December 15, the board voted to send 

a letter supporting the continuation of hybrid learning 

at Old Rochester Regional At the request of the 
superintendent of schools, the board will send a letter similar 
to one the board sent back in Augustin suppor of instituting 
a hybrid learning model, which, said Board of Health 
Chairman Edward Hoffer, “in general, seems to be working,” 
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for Disease Control memorandum he read that day. Of 
positive pediatric COVID-19 cases, he said, “They found, 
again, that inthe vast majority of cases, they did not contract, 
their infection at school but ... at parties, at playgroups, 
almost everything but school. It really does look like having 
kids at school is not dangerous.” 
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another 127 people have tested negative for COVID-19, 

Ithas been eight days without a single report of any 
new positive cases at the nursing home. 

“They seem as if they've gotten their cluster —the 
outbreak that they had there under control,” Desmarais 
said, adding that the Department of Public Health has been. 
a regular presence there. She noted that the DPH would 
Continue to monitor the situation there and provide the town, 
updates, 

Desmarais announced that she still has a couple of high- 
dose flu vaccinations and some regular-dose flu vaccines 
available. Anyone wishing to receive one may make an 
appointment by calling 508-748-3530, 

Health Agent David Flaherty told the board that he 
has responded to several complaints about out-of-town 
visitors failing to quarantine as directed by the DPH or not 
using facemasks in public. One complaint was based out 
ofan apartment complex, and Flaherty said he spoke with 
the management, which Flaherty said did follow up on the 
complaint and resolved it, 

‘Overall, Flaherty said, he is satisfied with the results of 
his COVID-compliance inspections with about 40 Marion 
businesses over the last two weeks, An additional 10 he did 
iver the phone. 

“Almost all our businesses are doing great, and they're 
really behind us 100 percent,” Flaherty said. The same goes 
for the patzons of those establishments, too. “A couple [of 
establishments] need a litle hand-holding,” he added, but 
he said he would follow-up with them this week and after as, 
needed. 

‘The next meeting of the Marion Board of Health will be 
held on Tuesday, January 5, at 4:00 pm. 





Special Permit, Variances to Unify 

Business-Owning Family 

Rochester Zoning Board of Appl 

By Mick Colageo 

‘As Town Counsel Blair Bailey explained during the 
December 10 meeting of the Rochester Zoning Board of 
Appeals, variances to zoning bylaws are mainly about the 
difference between want and need. So, as soon as applicants 
Daniel and Carrie Costa withdrew their petition fora third 
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variance that would have allowed a proposed addition to 

their home at 173 Pierce Street to exceed the allowable 30 

percent ofthe exiting structure, the road was paved forthe 

ZZBA to grant them the Special Permit to convert their house 

intoa mult-family dwelling, Heating System Replacement 
The ZBA readily approved the other two variances ‘ 

forlack ofthe frontage requirement and lack of contiguous Oil Tank Replacement 

Tinea fee of frontage for the hardships the Costas inherited e 

with the June 2020 purchase of a nonconforming lo Ductless Mini Split A/C System 
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Continued public hearing, that's a family situation that has 
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The Costas are home-schooling a child and will significantly 
benefit from her mother living with them to assist. 

“L'm at the mercy of you guys,” said Daniel Costa, who 
bought Lloyd's Market four years ago. “We have no intention 
torent it to anyone else, We're not going anywhere; we're 
here for the long haul... All we have is cranberry bog behind 
us, soit doesn’t seem like a sight issue.” In trying to explain 
the motive forthe since-withdrawn variance, he explained 
they had hoped to give his mother-in-law a little more space 
to visit with her five sisters 

No abutters announced their attendance, but a point 
of discussion emerged in the board's debate concerning the 
Special Permit, specifically language in the bylaw stipulating 
a single-family house must be occupied for seven years 
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before its owners seek a variance to convertitinto 2 multi 
family home, 

‘ZBA Chairman David Arancio told the members that 
the language gave him pause. “I'm a litle bit concerned 
about i because anyone can walk into town and buy a house 
that’s been up for seven yeas,” he said 

‘The membership felt that Arancio was getting hung up 
unnecessarily. 

“Me Chairman, what you'ee saying is possible, but 
anybody requesting a two-family, the family has to come 
before this board, okay? At that point, the board would 
so through the hearing process and make a determination 
‘whether they're going tobe given a Special Permit... They 
cannot puta two-family up unless they come before this 
board” said ZBA member Kieby Gilmore 

“The intent [ofthe bylaw] said Vice Chairman Davis 
Sullivan, “was to keep new homes from being blown into 
rmulti-families before they were even lived in.” 

Bailey agreed with Sullivan and explained i this way: 
“A general rule of construction inthe law is that a general 
document is interpreted against its drafter. In other words, 
if there is something that is ambiguous or canbe interpreted 
two ways, then [as] a general rule, itis interpreted to have 
the ambiguity because, otherwise, the person who drafted 
it would have wetten ita different way... Since it can be 
interpreted both ways, it has to be interpreted in favor ofthe 
Costas since we wrote i.” 

Citing other examples that apparently contradict the 
application of rules that other board members are setting to 
‘establish an interpretation ofthe bylaw, Arancio wanted to 
make a point. "Again, Idon’t think it’s necessarily to this 
particular application, and Ihave documentation thats based 
off ofa prior bylaw review where we did have language 
in there Whether it falls [under Section] 8.17 ofthe multi- 
family where it needed to be occupied for at least two years 

think i's something that the town will look at down the 
road," he said. 

‘Qualifying his ticking point by acknowledging his 
agreement withthe comments made by the ZBA members 
‘Arancio sai, “also have the right to go ahead and not agree 
with the same thought process in regards to that [ase] I's 
just given mea moment of pause because I think it creates 
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‘opportunity... just want to make sue that if you have a 
relationship with a neighbor for 20 years and someone else 
‘moves in, that’s a completely different relationship. Even 

if they have to come before us... everybody can go ahead 
and sit in front of us and be nice, and it could be a difficult 
situation, so I'm looking att from the global perspective: 

Bailey reminded the ZBA that it can always limit the 
issuance of a Special Permit to the current owner. The board 
ageoed to address the language of the bylaw for the sake of 
future cases. 

‘ZBA member Richard Cutler proposed five conditions 
to the Special Permit two units only, atleast one unit to be 
‘owner-occupied, al parking to be off-street, Special Permit 
to be non-transferrable, and plans to be changed to reflect 


For Ladies & Men 


Jackets made in England 


with Barbour’s famous 
wax cotton. 


290 Front Street, Marion 


508-748-1318 


wwwavanderericom 


BOUCHARD’S 
CARPET INC. 


& MORE 


Bee Renna 
+ Product Variety; the Latest & Greatest 
See Ce Ma ge 
+ Committed to Excellence 


TNE Ce naa 4 S10 Sy 


30 percent of the existing structure, The ZBA voted 5.0in 
favor of the Special Permit and the two remaining variances 
sought. 

In Case 1155, Plumb Corner, LLC, is seeking permission 
to construct an &-by-4-f0ot sign covering 32 square feet for 
property located at 0 Rounseville Road. The applicant is 
advertising a new subdivision, The Village at Plumb Corner. 
Per the applicants request, the board voted to continue the 
case to the ZBA's next meeting on January 14. 

‘The ZBAis looking to level-fund $300 as its appeals 
budget. Discussion enstied as to paying for Bylaws booklets, 
Bailey advised the members that there would be enough 
copies for the board. 

‘The next meeting of the Rochester Zoning Board of 
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Appeals is scheduled for January 14 


Quirky Property Situation Challenges ZBA 
Marion Zoning Board of Appeals 
By Mick Colageo 

Inder for the Marion Planning Board to authorize the 
division of a parcel of land on Oakdale Avenue into separate 
lots, the Zoning Board of Appeals will need to allow alot 
line tobe drawn without the equal frontage required by the 
town’s bylaws. 

“You can’t do that here because the houses were built 
before zoning, Equal frontage and equal area would put 
a lot line through a house,” said Attorney Robert L. Perry, 
who represented the Estate of Joan E. Botelho in Case 782, a 
continued public hearing before the ZBA on December 10 

The hearing was continued to January 14 at 6:30 pm but 
not before a history lesson and lengthy discussion. 

As Ferry explained, the owners of the homes at 61 
and 63 Oakdale Avenue own property that Marion at some 
point in time began to consider as one lt and its residents, 
as “tenants in common.” Botelho passed away and her lot 
sat vacant for a numberof years, according to Perry. He is 
seeking a Special Permit to legally divide the lots so thatthe 
Botelho Estate can sel. 

‘As Building Commissioner /Zoning Enforcement Otficer 
Scott Shippey explained, the Planning Board would grant 
an Approval Not Required (ANR) that, assuming the ZBA. 
approves the non-conforming lot line, becomes a permanent 
record 

“Basically, we cannot do a plan that will provide equal 
area and not have a serious hardship,” said Perry, who 
‘explained that the intent is tohave Lot A owned solely by 
Denise Allard, and Lot B owned solely by the Botetho Estate. 
Allard has been paying the property taxes, Perry told the 
ZBA Botelho's four children wish to sell their property, pay 
off the taxes owned, and move on. 

According to Perry's research, two parcels were 
originally purchased separately in 1939 with an easement 
permitting the town to lay water lines tothe two houses. 
Houses were built on the lots in 1943. 

“The family never treated them as one lot. Parcels 1 and. 
2 in the deed from (original owner) Sears and from Botelho,”| 
‘explained Perry, whose research did not solve the mystery as 
to when, how, or why the town combined them. “We have no 
idea how the town came to twat them as one. I don't know 
how ithappened, but the family did not make it happen.” 

Further complicating the matter is Lot B sits off ofthe 
dead end of Oakdale Avenue that, according to Perry, isa 
road the town voted to take possession of sometime around 
1955, Perry's clients seek to clear that road at their own. 
‘expense in order to further facilitate an expedient solution. “I 
didnt expect the Town of Marion to incur costs to do this” 
he said. 

Perry has spoken with the Department of Public Works 
and called the proposal a glorified driveway” that he does 
not believe is before the ZBA's judgment. The Conservation 
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Commission sent a letter saying the case does not fall within 
its jurisdiction 

“think isa fine idea. The road goes tothe south 
border oftheir second lo.” said abutter George Tinkham, 57 
Cakdale Avenue, who explained that the town owns the road 
and “took an easement on our property tall four houses (in 
1958)... Nobody's used it because just the two driveways 
‘The road does extend up to the border ofthe second lot. 
{Wsall public lan in front oft fan there wouldn't bea 
problem clearing it.” 

Several agreed that two lots will generate more property 
tax revenue forthe town than one, but ZBA Chairman 
Cristina Frangos was concerned the board does not 
‘overlook some aspect ofthe case and create a problem with 


Everything for Boats 
www.BurrBros.com 
(508-748-0541 


309 Front Street, Marion 


its decision, 

While ZBA member Ed Hoffer entertained the idea of a 
vote to approve with a contingency, which Perry preferred, 
Frangos said, “I would like to hear from the DPW to see 
where they stand on feasibility” She would also like to hear 
from town counsel regarding precedence in Massachusetts, 
not just Marion, 

Shippey told Frangos he would email DPW Director 
Daye Willet to obtain the DPW's stance in writing, 

Perry was beleaguered by the bylaw, and Frangos 
agreed, saying, “The bylaws give very litte guidance.” 

“We're trying to clean it up. I's baby steps, 
said Shippey, who serves on the Bylaw Codification 
Subcommittee 
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In other matters, Heron Cove developer Ken Steen 
requested a continuance to his proposed 40B housing project 
to January 28, 2021, with the modification of 24 additional 
units. Mark Bobrowski, Steen’s attorney, sent the ZBA a lett 
the day before the meeting with the request. 

Marion's Board of Selectmen had endorsed the prior 
‘96-unit version ofthe project, soit will need to eturn to the 
selectmen’s agenda. Bobrowski said he already generated 
the abutters list and spoke the day of the meeting with Town 
Counsel Jon Witten, 

CGiting that “40Bs are controversial, generally,” 
Bobrowski stressed that he intends to take all proper steps to 
avoid any oversights. “I'm optimistic the Board of Selectmen 
will support it; I don’t know. The [Massachusetts Department 
of Housing and Community Development] will support i,” 
he said, 

Frangos requested two weeks’ notice for any future 
continuance requests so that the applicants for public 
hearings scheduled later the same evening would not face 
undue delays 

Before the meeting ended, the ZBA voted to chan 
its public hearing schedule to one public hearing every two 
‘minutes rather than every 15. 

In Case 781, Kevin Walsh, the owner of property he 
bought June 30 at 12 Richardson Road, received a Special 
Permit fo complete renovation of a nonconforming deck. 

Hudson Plumb, a direct abutter to Walsh’s property 
said that Walsh had been at it for six months and has done 
substantial work that Plumb called “greatly improved.” 

Members Jim Ryba, Margie Baldwin, and Cynthia 
Callow have all gotten a look and complimented Walsh as 
well 

Callow, an alternate board member without voting, 
privileges when a quorum is present, expressed interest in 
joining the ZBA as a full voting member. 

‘The ZBA also voted to accept the withdrawal of Katrina 
“Trul’s request. 

Finally, the board discussed a new Procedurals Manual 
from KP Law so that all members can strengthen their 
knowledge and equip themselves to preside if necessary. 

“The goal is really to help us,” said Frangos, who would 
like to receive feedback from the membership prior to the 
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ZBA's January 14 meeting in order to finalize a version for a 
vote. Frangos told the board she wants to requite 80 percent 
attendance of the ZBA’s members, citing a fall meeting in 
Which the board fell short of a quorum, and said she hopes 
the Board of Selectmen supports the proposed rule. 

Member Will Tift noted that Zoom meetings reduce 
scheduling conflicts. Openly hoping for a March 2021 return 
to in-person meetings, Frangos said she hopes that meetings 
remain accessible via Zoom. Hoffer called March "too 
‘optimistic fora full reopening, and while he anticipates 
COVID-19 immunizations for police and fire personne, 
Hoffer said expects “the rest of us” to be waiting our tuen, 

“The next meeting of the Marion Zoning Board of 
Appeals is scheduled for January 14. 








Old Work on Beach Lot Met with Objection 
‘Marion Conseroation Commission 
By Mick Colageo 

Three public hearings were on the agenda for the 
Marion Conservation Commission at its December 9 Zoom 
meeting, 

In a 720 pm hearing, Carmine and Beth Martignetti 
filed a Notice of Intent t0 make shoreline site improvements, 

cluding removing a vertical stone /conerete seawall, 

‘expanding an existing coastal beach into an upland area, and, 
reconstructing a stone jetty at 71 Moorings Road. 

Represented by engineer David Davignon of Schneider, 
Davignon, and Leone, Inc, Carmine Martignetti was also on. 
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the call 

Identifying the southern portion as the crux ofthe filing, 
Davignon outlined three components. First is removing the 
seawall and cutting the grading down to extend the beach 
area in a half-moon shape by 850 square feet. The jetty will 
be rebuilt, 8 feet wide with a total length over 60 feet, an 
‘exercise that Davignon noted would also require federal 
permitting, The last component is the removal to the north 
side ofthe property of some invasive vegetation species. 

Davighon said, a 1 foot of depth, approximately 30 
yards of sand will be brought in, all ata compatible grain 
Size. Citing the potential for more shellfish, Davignon said he 
does not see any potential negative impact. 

‘The Conservation Commission members mostly 
questioned the groin’s reconstruction, the ridge that lies 
perpendicular to the coastline. "I think some of the erosion 
is because of the vertical wall that is there,” said Davignon, 
who plans to remove the existing vertical wall. 

Part ofthe projec is approval for work already done. 
“Lthink I speak for the entire commission when Isay that 
we were surprised to see that work had taken place," said 
ConCom Chairman Shaun Walsh, alluding to the original 
NO filed in 2004. "We really strive to make sure that folks 
are playing by the rules and that when people come before 
us, they haven't already done the project.” 

No ConCom members remain from the date of that 
filing, nor was Davignon involved with the property at that 
time. 

Walsh says the work on the north side ofthe site may, in 
fact, be permittable, but he stressed that ConCom had been 
deprived of an opportunity to participate in the process. 

He asked Davignon to give his professional opinion on 
the potential there for erosion, but beforehand he gave his 
‘own opinion on the work already done without ConCom’s 
participation or approval, 

“When somebody goes down to a coastal site like this, 
they should know that that is an area subject to protection 
under the Wetlands Protection Act. And before they do the 
work, they should ask the property owner if they have the 
appropriate approval from the Conservation Commission 
todo the work, and that didn't happen here. And it's a little 
disappointing,” said Walsh. 
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Davignon said he could not render an opinion, having 
rot been a party to prior goings-on. 

Walsh said a Google map view or Google Earth would 
reveal “a well-vegetated area” significantly different from 
\what the commission members encountered at their site visit, 
He concluded that the changes had to be somewhat recent. 

It was explained that the changes were motivated by 
the management of invasive species. Asked for their input, 
‘ConCom members concurzed with Walsh's observation. 
‘They expressed concen over the process that led to what 
they perceived asa lack of accountability on the part of 
the landscapers involved for not secking out an order of 
conditions that would have been issued by the Conservation 
Commission. They were told that no herbicides were used in, 
the removal of the vegetation, 

Asked to address the commission, Martignetti recalled 
a correspondence with the town and how he was told he 
would be able to build a wall. He decided against the wall 
and chose instead to build a beach, The work that went on, 
he said, was part ofa larger effort. In his mind, he said, “We 
were making a significant improvement to the coastal bank. 
‘That's what caused us to go forward, We thought we were 
making a significant improvement. For the beach we are 
filing now, that’s our rationale,” he explained, 

Walsh said an invasive species removal is specific and 
rot done in a wholesale manner. He suspects that not al that 
has apparently been removed could have all been invasive. 

Marion does not have a professional conservation agent, 
so Walsh said ConCom would seek feedback from the state's 
wetlands circuit rider. Davignon asked to be kept in the loop 
in case his presence is requested on site. 

Per Marion's remote-meeting policy, the public hearing, 
‘was continued to December 23 at 7:20 pm. 

Ina 7:00 pm hearing, the Town of Mation requested a 
Request for Determination of Applicability for a Department 
of Public Works project to complete maintenance work on 
two bio-retention basins at Island Whaef 

Meghan Davis of the Marion DPW summarized the 
effort, including the removal of vegetation that would. 
pave the way for the state Department of Environmental 
Management to come in and make new plantings in keeping 
with the ecological intent. 
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Per Marion's remote-meeting policy, the public hearing, 
was continued to December 23 at 7:00 pm to allow proper 
time for public comment. 

Ina7:10 pm hearing, Tabor Academy presented a 
Request for Determination of Applicability in its plan to 
replace a deck on the eastside of the Daggett House building. 
at 275 Front Steeet 

‘ConCom visited the site on December 5, and Walsh said 
the “existing deck isin rough shape, to say the least.” 

Reading from communication from Tabor Facilites 
Supervisor Donald Benoit, Walsh summarized the 
replacement plan ofthe steel deck and rotted-out posts with 
four footings on the same footprint, 88 feet from the seawall, 
with an all-wood frame and composite deck measuring 29 
fet by 8 feet 

Per Marion's remote-meeting policy, the public hearing, 
was continued to December 23 at 7:10 pm to allow proper 
time for public comment. 

ConCom voted to officially propose to the town a $2,950 
level-funded budget for FY22. 

Finally, Walsh recognized former member Kristen Saint 
Don-Campbell, who recently resigned from her ConCom and 
Planning Board posts, He called her “a great human being” 
who will be missed 

‘The next meeting of the Marion Conservation 
Commission is scheduled for December 23 at 7:00 pm. 
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Mattapoisett Sets Sights on FY22 School Budget 
‘Mattapoisett Schoo! Committe 
By Mick Colageo 

‘The Budget Subcommittee for the Mattapoisett School 
District met on December 10 to discuss the fiscal year 2022 
budget 

“Mattapoisett School Committee Chairman Jim Muse 
and commitice member Shannon Finning attended the 
‘meeting, long with Old Rochester Regional Superintendent 
of Schools Mike Nelson, ORR Assistant Superintendent of 
Finance and Operations Howie Barber, Mattapoisett Schools 
Principal Rose Bowman, ORR Assistant Superintendent of 
“Teaching and Learning Janell Peasson-Campbell, and ORR, 
Director of Student Services Craig Davidson, 
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Acknowledging the new faces at ORR's Central Office, 
Nelson explained how most school districts are concerned 
about enrollment and its impact on Chapter 70 funding 
and the challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic: 
Specific to ORR, he said the schoo! district is in Year 3 ofits 
2023 strategic plan and that this is a negotiation year with 
teachers. 

Barber said he expects budgetary hardships given the 
tone of state-level information coming down. Amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic, ORR is taking an “all funds budget 
approach” based upon high components and then some 
strategies, 

“Muse said that Mattapoisett schools receive capital 
funds from the town, but those are not guaranteed. “It has 
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Animal Advice 


Jay Gould, DVM 


‘My dog spends lots of time chewing and licking his 
feet. What does this mean? 

‘Your dog is showing signs of allergies. People 
with allergies tend to cough and sneeze. Dogs 
will lick, chew and rub. 


What can my do be allergic to and what should 1 do? 
Your dog can be allergic to food, fleas, articles 
that he comes into contact with such as wool 
rugs, all pollen, mold, and dust that affects 
people. Try to keep a log of your dog's itchiness 
to determine if it happens ail year round or if it is 
seasonal. Food allergies are not seasonal. Talk to 
you veterinarian about diet changes, medications 


and allergy testing to determine what may be the 
most helpful for your pet. 


You can contact Dr. Gould at 508-758-6400 or 
visit our website at MattapoisettAH.com 
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been a means of providing necessary funding for necessary 
things," he said, specifically health insurance premiums, 
something he considers a “big piece of the upcoming 
conversation,” even though he said the town provides 

Finning, remarking from a taxpayer's perspective and 
thinking about the town’s assessment, thought families 
should ask budget makers how they would address the gap 
in literacy. “'m aware of many who withdrew their children 
for parochial schools. Are we going to reach out to them?” 
she asked. “Class size was a big driver on why we chose 
Mattapoisett — Mrs. Bowman and class size.” 

Barber said he reviewed the school buildings with ORR, 
Facilities Director Gene Jones and, with a new presidency, he 
said he anticipates potential extensions to be granted. "We 
don’t even know what our Chapter 70 [funding is] going to 
be,” he sad. 

“We're all very cognizant ofthe fact the resources from 
the town next year might be different,” said Bowman. She 
said the only anticipated faculty change isa retiring teacher 
at Center School 

Kindergarten enrollment for the 2021-22 academic 
year will be determined in February, said Bowman, The 
145.50 number that entered kindergarten over the last few 
years is stabilizing with three sections of 18-22 children per 
oom. Bowman said some parochial students’ families have 
indicated their children will be back in Mattapoisett schools. 

Citing 10 students who registered for Grade 2 during. 
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Bowman said that the town has been generous with 
capital funding. She added that faculty had learned a great 
deal about technology for each grade level. “Ihave been 
careful about asking people for things that will be too big a 
stretch,” she said, 

Pearson-Campbell told the meeting that she had sent a 
document with initiatives and a look at software packages 
and added how much she enjoyed listening to Bowman's 
report 

Davidson said he would be working with Bowman and 
Associate Principal Kevin Tavares to focus on individual 
students and needs, identify trends in learning profiles, and 
ddotermine what interventions are needed. 

Barber said he would like to unify the software and 
learning platforms to be the same in all Tri-Town elementary 
‘schools. He intends to meet this month with Mattapoisett 
‘Town Administrator Mike Lorenco and the Tri-Town's other 
town administrators. “That will allow us to propose the 
budget more clearly” he said. “We want to keep a unified: 
perspective.” 

Barber's goals ae to propose a budget to the School 
‘Committee in January 2021, have a budget hearing is 
February, and meet by March 29 to finalize, clarify, and 
prepare the budget for the Annual Towa Meeting 

Barber said he estimates a weekly budget meeting over 
the next six weeks to complete the budget process efficiently 
‘The next two weeks would include alot of discussion and, 
pending what the governor says, the fourth and fifth weeks 
‘might not require a meeting, 

“Muse said he is okay with weekly meetings, but that 
Barber should not need to report weekly, especially ifa 
committee meeting is already scheduled. 

“The pandemic, ithits people hard and hits people with 
different abilities harder... We don’t know when this is going 
tobe over,” said Muse. “One of the fears I have is district 
placements are going to start to decrease. We can’t support 
them. This may mean some short-term investments. I want 
Mr. Davidson to know and to bring that fo his attention, 
and these are not resources that should not be fought for” 
“Muse said he hopes Davidson will continue to look for the 
resources to keep ORR a truly inclusive district 

Finning said she is available every week and willing, 
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to make the budget subcommittee a priority and said 
“engagement is extra important” for the Board of Selectmen. 

Barber agroed 

From a historical perspective, Muse said that 
members ofthe Finance Committee have sat on the Budget 
‘Subcommittee and thatthe Board of Selectmen has rel 
fn the Finance Committee for updates. “We do need and 
want the support ofthe selectmen. That normally has 
loccurred because we've had open dialogues with the town 
administrator as well asthe Finance Committee,” he said, 

id prepare budgets for many years, 

been an outstanding process to have 
‘somebody from the Finance [Committe] to be with us 
[providing al dear dialogue from the Finance [Committee] 
to the selectmen, Mr. Lorenco is now the town administrator, 
but the huge difference for us has been that the town has 
supported curriculum.” 

Nelson said he would share the budget with the 
Finance Committee and intends to meet with Barber and 
Lorenco to make the budget process “transparent, but, more 
importantly, thorough.” 

ORR Central Office Executive Assistant Diana 
Russo will ake the lead on scheduling further Budget 
‘Subcommittee meetings. 








Parents Report Overall 
Satisfaction with 2020-21 Year 
Old Rochester Regional School Committe 
By Jean Perry 

‘The Old Rochester Regional School Committee on 
December 9 reviewed the results of a Back-to-School 
Feedback Survey the ORR district sent out to parents and 
caregivers on November 20. The survey yielded a roughly 
50-percent response rate from parents and guardians of 
junior high and high school students, giving the district a 
parents’ perspective ofthe school year thus far. 

According to the results, most ORR families report 
relative satisfaction with the variables of School Year 2020-21 

When it comes to whether the school’s communication 
regarding learning expectations and school updates is 
adequate, atthe junior high, 121 respondents say they 
cither agree or strongly agree. At the high school, 251 agree, 
strongly agree, or remain neutral 

Fifty-three, 42, and 14 respondents said synchronous 
and live instruction on Mondays and hybrid-out schoo! days 
at the junior high is either neutral, helpful or very helpful, 
respectively: Roughly half strongly agree that thee child 
‘enjoys hybrd-in school days, with only 13 reporting that 
they disagree or strongly disagree. 

‘Tworthirds of parents say hybrid-out workload is 
adequate, with the other third roughly split between feeling 
itis either too much or not enough. 

“Most of the remote students’ parents ageee or strongly 
agree that their child has enough interaction with their 
teacher online during the day, and only one respondent rated 
the workload as insufficient. 


However, the results show that over half of remote 
learner parents are still not ready to send their kids to school 
The other half remains undecided, with only one parent 
expressing their readiness to send their child to in-person 
learning. Overall, though, only two respondents disagreed 
that their child’s remote teachers provide them with 
opportunities for meaningful learning, 

The high school results show that 251 of the 292 
respondents either agree, strongly agree or feel neutral 
regarding communication. For them, Monday live instruction 
and hybrid-out day education is atleast adequate (85), 
helpful (75) or very helpful (23), with 61 and 20 calling it 
somewhat helpful or not helpful, respectively. High school 
parents agree (101) that thei child enjoys hybrid-in days, and 
bothers stzongly agree (10 

High school parents responded similarly to junior high 
parents regarding the hybrid workload, with two-thirds 
finding it atleast adequate 








Parents of remote learners mostly found teacher 

but nine of the 25 respondents 
either disagreed or strongly disagreed with the question, 
‘Two-thirds are not ready to send their kids back to in-person 
learning, with only two saying they are ready; six were 
undecided. 

Neither junior high nor high school respondents favored 
climinating February vacation and replacing the week with 
four remote learning days. Stil, the margin was relatively 
nartow, with 37,7 percent of junior high respondents in favor 
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Robert J. Lopes, 77, of New Bediord 
passed away at his home on Monday, De- 
ember 14, 2020, 

He was the beloved husband of 47 
‘years to Barbara Ann (Avila) Lopes. 

Bom in Acushnet, MA he was the 
son ofthe ate Louis M. Lopes and the late 
Alice M. (Morgado) Lopes. 

Robert is survived by his 3 sons; Ronald Lopes and 
his wife Christine of Forestdale, Steven Lopes and his wife 
[Beth of Mattapoisett, and Scott Lopes and his wife Elizabeth 
of Sandwich, Robert is also survived by his brother: Michael 
Lopes and his wife Beverly of Florida and he was predeceased 
by his other brother: the late Paul Lopes: 

Robert was the proud grandfather of his 8 granchildren; 
Cory Lopes, Cameron Lopes, Kyle Lopes, Wendy Ryan, 
Heather Lopes, Alexander Lopes, Bridget Lopes and Emily 
Lopes and one great grandchild. He also leaves behind many 
nieces, nephews and cousins 

Robert served his Country proudly in the United States 
Air Force during the Vietnam war, he also was a Firefighter 
for the City of New Bedford, He belonged tothe American 
Legion, Sixth Bristol, Lakeville Eagles 
and Mass retirees Assoc. He volunteered for years asa server 
foe the Knights of Columbus clambakes in Mattapoisett and 
be was an avid golfer 

Robert's services will be held at alate date 








James W. “Bunk” Mercer, 76, of Matta- 
poisett died peacefully December 5.2020 
at home surrounded by his family afer a 
ugeous battle with ALS. 
He was the devoted husband of 
Judith A. (Smith) Mercer, with whom he 
Shared 38 years of marriage, 
Bor in Boston on Bunker Hill 
Day, son of the late James D-and Annie 
J. (Montgomery) Mercer, he was raised in 
Birmingham, AL. He later lived in Washington, D.C.,Aring- 
ton, VA, Meridian, MS, Leicester, MA, Cranston, RI and Sa 
Diego, CA before recently moving to Mattapoiset, MA. 


James graduated from Livingston College (now the 
University of South Alabama) and earned an MBA from Mis- 
sissippi State University in Meridian, He provided computer 
support at Washington Gas Light Company, Stream and Mi: 


rosoft, and consumer support at Meteopolitan Life Insurance. 
He was a beloved husband and kind, dear person deeply 
loved by is family and friends. His quick wit and wonderful 
sense of humor were always endearing, and his kindness and 
generosity blessed all his friends and family. He cherished his 
family and dea friends and loved to read, explore new and 
different areas and share those experiences with others. In his 
younger days, James earned his pilo's license and was a certi- 
Ted scuba diver. He loved walking and living a healthy life 
the end, He supported his wife in countless ways and was very 
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proud of her professional accomplishments. 

Survivors include his wife; daughters Mary Melson 
of Mattapoisett and Amy Melson of Delhi, NY, and the 
respective partners Mare Anderson and Aaron Gell; three 
brothers, Fred Mercer and his wife, Teresa, of Mobile, AL; 
Robert Mercer and his wife, Gayla, of Fairhope, AL; Richard 
Mercer and his wife, Mary Lucas Mercer, of Orange Beach, 
AL; his uncle, Bob Russell of Foley, AL: three grandchildren, 
Sophie, Russell and Nora Gell; nieces Lindsey Mercer Hilner 
(Glason), Angel Mercer Smith (Michael), and Jessica Mercer, 
as well as nephews Leo, AJ (Katie), Matt, and Tustin (Ashley) 
Mercer and several cousins. His three sisters-in-law and thet 
husbands include Mary Jean Foster and Steve of Winder- 
‘mere, FL; Diane Wallace and Bob Home of Tarpon Springs, 
FFL; and Anne and Jack Humeniuk of Standish, ME, Dearest 
best friends include Jim and Lee Noles of Lewes, DE; Mike 
and Sue Ellen Gray of Birmingham and Orange Beach, AL: 
‘and Harold and Danita Crabbe of Bessemer, AL. He was the 
brother of the late Charles Mercer. 

His family would like to thank the staff of the Commu- 
nity Nurse Home Care Hospice Program at Fairhaven, MA, 
‘and Compassionate Care-ALS in Falmouth, MA, for their 
tremendous care and support 

Celebrations of his life wll beheld in June ia Rhode Is- 
land and Alabama, and in Maine in July. If one wishes to hon- 
oor James’ memory, in lieu of lowers, please make a donation 
in his name to The Community Nurse Home Care Hospice 
Program at 62 Center St, Fairhaven, MA 02719, Arrangements 
are by the Saunders-Dwyer Mattapoisett Home for Funerals, 
‘50 County Rd. Mattapoisett. For online condolence book 
please visit www saundersdwyercom, 























(Charles “Charlie” Joseph MeGowan 
Jr.of Mattapoisett, Mass. and Venice, Fla, 
‘died on November 30, 2020, at his home 
in Mattapoisett surrounded by his loving 
. family at the age of 84, after a nearly wen- 
yp -yesr courageous hatile with metastatic 
prostate cancer. 
(Charlie is survived by his wife of 
60 years Kathleen “Kathy” Flaherty Me- 
Gowan: daughters Katie Emche (James) of 
‘Ocean Pines, Md; daughter Marya Dunham 
(John) of Mattapoisett, Mass. and Bangladesh; daughter Kea 
MeNulty (Brian) of Duxbury, Mass.: and daughter Betsy 
Friedman (Ted) of Barrington, RL. nine grandchildren who 
he adored, Jake (Gabby), Phocbe, Elizabeth, Matthew, Kath- 
leen, Kate, Izy, Caroline and Addison; sister Anne Boucher 
tf Chelmsford, Mass.: brother Robert MeGowan (Sandy) 
‘of Mattapoisett, Mass. and Venive, Pla: sister-in-law Helen 
McGowan Gardner of Mattapoisett, Mass.; and many be: 
loved nieces and nephews. Chale was preceded in death by 
his son Peter McGowan of Mattapoisett, Mass.; brother Paul 
McGowan of New Bedford, Mass. sister Susan MeGowan of 
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of the question and 42.2 percent atthe high school in favor 
Atboth schools, only a small percentage of respondents 

heir ability to 

assist thei child with the technology they need for hybrid 


stated that they were “not comfortable” i 





‘out and remote days, with the overwhelming majority 
finding it either adequate or very comfortable 
There are currently 635 high school students in hybrid 





learning, 75 in remote, and 15 being home-schooled. The 





junior high has 365 in hybeid, with 37 in remote, and 12 being 





home-schooled, 
School Committee member Frances Kearns wondered 
what the distri would do with this information, especially 
the more negative responses. 
think hearing this... feedback was an important next 
step for the district,” said Superintendent Mike Nelson. The 
big takeaway; he said: "Making sure Mondays (a Hybrid-Out 
day for all students) are as meaningful as they can possibly 
be 
communication and said another takeaway would be finding. 





He said he is already always looking at ways to improve 


ways to create more connections between students and staff. 

According to Nelson, this won'tbe the last survey 
parents will receive before the end of the school year. He said 
parents’ feedback would help drive future decision making, 
as the pandemic persists 

School Committee Chairperson Cary Humphrey 
acknowledged that Nelson remains in the middle of a “tug 
‘of wae" betiveen folks who feel strongly toward seemingly 
opposing directions. “But | agree,” Humphrey said, “these 
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Mattapoisett, Mass. and brother-in-law Roderick Boucher of 
Chelmsford, Mass, 

Bom in New Bedford, Mass, Charlie was one of five 
children of the late Anna Smith MeGowan and Charles Joseph 
McGowan. As a child, Charlie spent summers with his family 
in the small coastal community of Mattapoisett. It was there 
that he developed his love forthe ocean and particularly ri 
ing beetle eat hoats as a young bey on Buzzards Bay. Charlie 
‘graduated from Coyle High School and received his bache 

1 in eoonomics from Boston College. 

‘Soom afler graduating from college, Charlie married 
Kathleen Flaherty, young woman whose family also sum 
mered in Mattapoisett and with whom he had known since be 
was a young boy. Charlie and Kathy settled in Mattapoisett 
and had their first 10 of five children there. Job opportunities 
took Charlie, Kathy and their erowing family to live in differ 
cent parts ofthe east coast over the course of the early years, 
‘They lived in Mattapoiset, Mass, Franklin, Mass, Old Say- 
brook, Conn., Manassas, Va and Guilford, Conn. For a good 
portion of Charlie's career, he worked in contract negotiations 
For Sikorsky, Electric Boat, and IBM. 

In 1968, Charlie and Kathy built a summer home to 
fit their growing family in Mattapoisett. They built their 
home atthe Cedars Beach in an area where, as children, they 


both spent their summers close to, From there they helped 


to create their family’s small tight knit summer community 
With lifelong friends and neighbors that remain to this day 

At their home, Charlie was able to nurture hs children's love 
(of Buzzard’ Bay and anything related to the water: sailing, 
swimming, digging for quahogs, sitting on the beach, taking 
walks to Ned's Point Lighthouse, or just watching the sunset 
from thee foat porch, 

Unlike so m 
career did not define who he was as a man Life outside of 
Work held much more appeal and excitement, His interests 
Were vast and limitless. He was an avid reader all his ie 
Charlie enjoyed painting, doing scrimshaw, needlepointing 
tsaveling extensively with Kathy to foreign countries as far 
reaching as India and Arica, taking up piano lessons in his 
40's, gardening. being a eucharistic minister at church, play- 
ing tennis into his late 70°s, sailing any of his various sailboats 
‘and cooking for family and friends, He was a true Renaissance 


‘men of his generation, Charlie's work 


Volunteerisin was also always an important part of 

”s life, Charlie volunteered through Various organiza 

‘and interfaith ministries over the years: tutoring young. 

elementary aged children, heading up teen youth groups, 
helping to set up a backpack food program For a risk children 
to ensure they got food on the weekends, creating “Charlie's 
Closet" for individuals to be able to access free medical equip- 
ment such as wheelchairs and crutches and was & mentor and 
confidant to many. In 1999 Charlie was awarded a special 
Citation of Citizenship from the State of Connecticut for his 
outstanding work serving the elderly, handicapped, adults in 
need and the youth in the state 


Charlie had that unique ability to create a lasting 
impression with people of all ages without needing to be the 
center of attention. After visiting the MeGowan home and 
hearing a funny story, sharing a meal, being taken to dig for 
‘quahogs, going for swim ora sail with Charlie, friends and 
family alike would eave feeling as though they had made a 
ddeep connection. Charlie's positive outlook and generous spir- 
it was legendary. His curiosity, sense of humor and adventur- 
ous nature was infectious, and he always enjoyed sharing fun 
‘experiences with everyone 

‘More than anything, Charlie enjoyed spending time 
with his devoted and loving wife of 60 years, Kathy. and theie 
large family at their surnmer home in Mattapoisett. Having 
grandchildren was a dream come te for Charlie. He bad a 
‘whole new crew of young people to share his life experiences 
and explore with. He was happiest when the entice family was 
gathered around their ever-expanding dining table wo share 
ina meal. It did not matter what was being eaten, although 
‘Charlie's specialty dishes Clam’s Casino, Quahog Chowder 
and Clams Aglio e Olio were amazing, it was more about 
being together for Charlie. Afterwards, as always, he Wanted 
the meal to be polished off with some ice eream! Charlie was 
a loving, kind, sweet natured man and a devoted husband 
father, brother, uncle, and loyal friend to all, His smile, gene 
‘sity and humor will be greatly missed by all that were lucky 
‘enough to know him 

‘Due to the eurrent concerns related to the COVID-19 
pandemic, there will not be a funeral gathering at this time. 
Per Chatlie's request, there will be a memorial service und bi, 
celebration of his amazing life inthe summer of 2021 

In ieu of flowers, donations may be made in Charlie's 
rname to the Dana Farher Cancer Institute at htps:/wwwda- 
n-farber org of to the Creutzfeldt- Jakob Disease Foundation 
at ejdfoundation org mory of his ate son Pete. 


John F. “Jack” Chase. 80, of Mattapoisett 
‘died peacefully November 28, 2020 at Sara- 
sola Memorial Hospital 
Hee was the husband of A 
Chas 
Born in Boston, son ofthe late John L. 
tnd Rita E. (Burns) Chase, he lived in New 
[Bedford und Mattapoisett most of his life 
wintering in Florida 
He was formerly employed in the family 

business, Eagle Linen Supply and later was employed with the 

New Bedford School Department uni his retirement 

He was an avid golfer, member ofthe Reservation Golf 

‘Course and enjoyed playing in a golf league in Florida 

‘Survivors include his wife: a daughter, Kelly Cox and 
her husband Michael of Lakeville; a son, John E. Chase and 
his wife Susan of Medway: 5 grandchildren, Michael Chase, 

Jacqueline Chase, Kaitlyn Cox, Andrew Cox and Alison Cox. 

‘is Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Saturday” 


M. (Blouin) 
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's— this isthe parents’ opportunity to speak up. discussion, the commitice voted 42 to end the requirement 
Everybody is wanting to row in the same direction, but, just as it was reestablished after 13 years 
unfortunately, when you're the superintendent ... you're ‘The argument centered mostly on the limited foreign- 
always going to be caught in the middle.” language choices this year —twwo, actually —Spanish and 
“There's always room for improvement,” said Nelson. Latin, And for remote learners, there is no choice; it is either 
“"We are not going to become complacent or relaxed in terms Latin ot nothing. 
of making sure that we're doing what we need to from a It was only last spring when the School Committee 
safety standpoint.” voted to make two years ofa foreign language a graduation 
Devoll said students have been cooperative in wearing requirement, And although some committee members still 
a mask and cleaning their workspaces, but there isstill the favor reinstituting the requirement, most agrved that 2020 
need for “constant” reminders to maintain social distancing, just wasn’t the year to start 
Later in the meeting, the committee determined that the School Committee member James Muse was 
2020-21 school year was not the year to winstate a two-year, passionately against the two-year requirement — for 2020 or 
foreign-language graduation requirement; after alengthy any other year, calling it a"farce” and remarking, “I think it 
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December 19th at 10 am in St. Anthonys Church, Due to 
Covid-19, his visiting hours are omited 

Please be advised that due to the Covid-19 pandemsi 
there are srit guidelines that must be adhered to for the sa 
ty of everyone. You MUST wear a mask tobe allowed entry 
to the services. Please practice social distancing and avoid any 
close contact, Capacity at church will be limited to 100, Thank 
you in advance for your cooperation. For online condolence 
ibook, please visit www-saundersdwyer.com, 





‘Merilyn “Merry” Eustis, 84, voyaged on- 
‘ward into the hands of our Lord on Decem: 
ber 7,2020, Her hushand Ralph and family 
‘were at her side as she departed peacefully 
‘with a smile on her beautiful face. She was 
an inspiring, lovely and loving lady with an 
infectious personality that loved everyone. 

Beloved daughter ofthe late Nor- 
‘man and Dorothy Hodgson, Mesry grew up 
in Portland, ME. It was there that she met 
her soul mate Ralph W. Eustis, Their 64-year voyage together 
as husband and wife, took them to live in places like Tokyo. 
Manhattan, California. and Washington DC. After Ralph 
retired from the Coast Guard, they setled in Mattapoiset in 
1975 but embarked on many personal and professional adven- 
tures both on land and on sea, 

Merry was a lovely lady who brought happiness 10 
everyone who touched her life; a Hifelong wife, supporter, and 
‘companion to Ralph, a devoted mother to Ralpl and Bill who 
had predeceased her. Merry especially enjoyed her role as 
grandmother to Heather and Stephen. She was happiest when 
she was with Family and friends and sharing the joys of being 
alive whether it was with activities ike sailing skiing, adven- 
turing around the world or just throwing a party so she could 
gather everyone together t0 celebrate. Aimhi Lodge in ME, 
‘where she spent her childhood summers, is one of her dearest 
spots, Her home and garden were her place to dream and relax 
from everyday stesses. She was an artist and an entrepreneur 
\who founded Merrel Crafis in Washington DC and Eustis 
Design in Marion, MA. an interior design and architectural 
design firm. The New Bedford Chamber of Commerce named 
her the smal husiness person ofthe year in 1989. Also, the 
“Mass Senate honored her as the Small Business woman of the 
Year in 1991 

Merry's boundless energy extended throughout the 
Community. She was a founding member ofthe New Bedford 
Art Museum: the first to receive the New Bedford Sympho- 

y's Friend ofthe Year award: a recipient of the Art Museum's 
New Bedford Patrons of the Arts award; and the director of 
the Mattapoisett Yacht Club youth program. 

Survivors include her husband Ralph: her son Ralph 
I and his wife Karen of Mattapoisett, MA; granddaughter 
Heather Eustis and flancé Jacques Ray of NC; grandson. 
Stephen Eustis of NV; sister, Joelle Bentley of Stamford, CT: 
sister, Julie Broom and her husband Tony of Stony Creek, CT; 
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brother-in-law, Gordon Eustis and his wife Joan of Lopez Is- 
land, WA; sister-in-law, Bete AschefTenberg of Silver Spring, 
MD; and many beloved nieces, nephews, cousins, and many 
bother extended family and friends, 

Due to COVID, a service will he held a a later date 
when itis safe to gather. I will take place at Mattapoisett 
Congregational Church and the interment will he after that at 
the Coast Guard Academy Memorial Chapel the place wher 
Merry and Ralph first met. 

‘One of Metry’s final wishes is that everyone takes 
to reach out to anyone who is struggling with Alzheim 
well as their caregivers. Please offer whatever support you 

















“The family requests that any remembrances be sent 10 
the New Bedford Art Museum Children's Art Fund. 
‘Arrangements are by the Saunders-Dwyer Mattapoisett 
Home for Funerals, 50 County Rd., Mattapoisett. For online 
condolence book. please visit www saundersdwyer-com, 


Joseph D. Travis, 69 of Cranston, passed 
‘away peacefully, December 10,2020 atthe 


Philip Hulitar Inpatient Cent 
He was the beloved husband of Roberta 
(Palazzo) Travis. Born in Fall River, MA. 
son of the late Joseph D. and Rosalind (Se- 
(queira) Travis. His family moved to Matta- 
poisett in the 1960's. Mr. Travis graduated 
from ORR in 1969, and attended SMU 
(U-Mass Dartmouth), Mr Travis always 
saw Mattapoisett as his home town, and 
spent many fond hours visiting friends in the area, Mr. Travis 
\Was a retired sales manager for an eleetronies companies. Be 
sides his wife he is survived by his two step-laughters, Laura 
Gendron of New York City and Bethany Gendron of PA. His 
funeral and burial willbe private, In liew of flowers donation 
in his memory may be made to Philip Hulitae Inpatient Center 
tor any Animal Rescue Center, Please share memories ww 
‘WoodllawaGattone.com. Donations may be made to: Hope 
Hospice and Palliative Care, 1085 North Main Stret, Prov- 
dence RI 02904 or Animal Rescue Rhode Island, PO. Bax 
4458, Wakefield RI 02880 Web: animalrescuer.o 





James Ambrose Dawson, 83, of Mata 
poisett died peacefully at home surrounded 
by his five children on Friday, December 
11,2020, He was the husband of Elizabeth 
“Beth” Murphy Dawson who predeceased 
him in 2018. 

Born in Brooklyn, NY. the son of 
A the late James J. Dawson and Mary Marga 
re (Gatherall) Dawson, he was a graduate 

‘of Monsignor Coyle High School, College of the Holy Cross 

and New York University Stern School of Business. After 

growing up in Brooklyn, NY, and Fuithaven, MA, he split his 
time between New Canaan, CT and Mattapoisett, MA. 
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is] despicable that we're creating this scenario unnecessatily.” 

“This is a different school year than the one we all 
anticipated,” said High School Principal Mike Devoll. “1 
‘would advise that, due to the pandemic and the variables in 
our learning plan, that this might not be the year to star, 

‘The final vote was 42, with committee members 
Heather Burke and Humphrey votin 

After the committee voted unanimously to change its, 
dual enrollment (DE) credit policy to allow those grades to 
count toward a DE student's grade-point average (GPA) but 
declined to motion to allow DE grades to affect class rank at 
ORR. 

“We feel strongly that class rank should be an apples- 
to-apples comparison of classes offered at the school versus 
GPA, a reflection of the grades a student earned,” said 
Devoll 

‘There was some concern among the committee about 
equal access to dual-ensollment classes, which comes with an 
‘out-of-pocket cost. "In terms of equity, I don’t think i's in the 
right place,” said Kearns. 

"We shared those concerns,” said Devoll. “Again, it's 
the apples-to-apples in class rank. Not all peers have the 
same opportunity.” 

“Muse was concerned about making any decision that 
could potentially hurt any party involved, whether it be 
DE students or Advanced Placement students who could 
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possibly see an AP-level class dropped should several 
students seek the same course from DE. Furthermore, 
students taking only ORR classes could see thei class rank 
go down despite having high grades, only because DE 
classes offer 5.0 credits instead of ORR's 4.0, 

By keeping DE courses from affecting class rank, 
said Devoll, there would be a more level playing field for 
students. But allowing them to count toward the GPA would 
only help students. 

‘The vote was unanimous; however, Burke abstained 
from voting. 








He started his business career in sales at St. Regis Paper 
‘Company in New York, NY, and then spent the rest of his 
career in the printing industey-serving as CEO of two compa- 
nies, World Color Press Inc, in Effingham, IL und Quebecor 
(USA) Inc. in Boston. He was known for his exceptional 

sment skills that produced deeply loyal 
ment, he served as board member and ad- 
eral printing companies as an industry expert and 














visor for se 





leader. 

Jim was a devout Catholic who was a communicant of 
St, Aloysius Church (New Canaan, CT) and St. Anthony's 
(Church in Mattapoisett. He was a Knight of Malta and an a 
live member oF his local church communities; he and his wie 
Beth made pilgrimages to Lounles and Medjugorje several 
limes over the years. His Faith was a foundational part of his 
and his familys ie. 

Career suecess aside, Jim was defi 








by his love of 
family. He proudly served as president of the New Canaan 
‘Winter Club, where he delighted in watching his five children 
figure skate and play hockey. He volunteered his time coach- 
ing youth lacrosse and baseball as well, Everything he did was 
to Support bis family, to set a good example, and to prepare 
his children to live meaningful lives. He deeply loved his wife 

‘Beth,” and together they made a great team, Jim was loved 
‘by many and will be truly missed 

ivivers include his three siblings, Kevin Dawson and 

Janet Liljedabl and their families, both of Mattapoisett, and 
Kathleen Brett of Needham: his in-laws, Elizabeth Dawson 
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‘of Mattapoisett and Joseph Cosgrove of Newton; his five 
children, Margaret Dawson Bolster, James Bernard Dawson, 
Kate Dawson Ayers, M.D. Elizabeth Ann Dawson, and Joh 
Harrington Dawson, and their spouses; his twelve grandebil- 
dren, Michael Finn Ayers, James Dawson Ayers, Jack Am- 
brose Dashiell Bolster. Lucy Cronin Ayers, Kayla Elizabeth 
“Murdock Bolster, Thomas Musphy Ayers, Henry Middleton 
Dawson, Elizabeth Grey Dawson, Gloria Murphy Dawson, 
James Edward Dawson, James Bernard Dawson. Jr. and Car 
oline Elizabeth Dawson. He was predeceased by his siblings 
John Dawson and Mary Cosgrove, and his brother-in-law. 
James Bret 

His wake will be held on Thursday, December 17, from 
6:00-8:00 PM. atthe Saunders-Dwyer Mattapoisert Home for 
Funerals, 50 County Rd., Route 6, Mattapoisett. All visitors 
are required to wear masks and should adhere to Massachu- 
setts Covid-19 protocols, His Funeral Mass will ake place 0 
Friday, December 18th at 11:30 a.m, at St. Lawrence Church 
in New Bedford, MA, followed by a private burial. The fanily 
asks that donations be made to Our Lady's Chapel and St 
Lawrence Church, both in New Bedford. For directions and 
guestbook, please visit www saundersdwyercom, 

















Ifyou have a notice you would like to have included in 


the Obituaries section, please contact our office at: 508 
758-9055, or by email at office @wanderercom. 








wwwvanderercom 


December 17, 2020 


The Wanderer 5 


Sain 
iam poate 
samt tnestac se 


CABEEIPROGRAMMING) 


efor he ton ups oe chee 


ser 
sm 

eo 
Bote 
ieee 
dares 
niis 
mes 
nee 


teal ears 
oat Peete 


‘Early 


{DM gua 
AI Comba se 


arene 
see 
Sy corerrcn 
aa 


mye 
== 
or 
zo 
a 


Eh 

antares Ba arta 
Bercy Ei nsacrn ee 
SAREE Sar tacmtec 
five 
Himieateetailindet 
Sinem 


MARION GOVERNMENT 
Comcast Channa 95 
‘eon Channa 39, 
Deby Schedule 

Han tt 


EDUCATION CHANNEL 
Comeast Chanel 37 
‘Verizon Channel 3? 


ou Ha escent 

Sees antec 

TH worst 0 han, 

2M egesentgace Cee 

Siw toriosGeree Deri, Hon way ea ere 

Ee iowa 

iwtemaaviaithes inl Arniearbona an 
‘sda 

iu winrentonn, IN ene inn 

Tom toon area 


ee 
ateyeentgate 
FDA Dee, SGP eBoy 


ROCHESTER GOVERNMENT nsvianvouaniat 
Eomeast Channel 95 

‘Veron Channa 40 MATTAPOSETT GOVERNMENT 
Day Schedule Comcast Channel 35, 

‘tt asurteeaatsens. — Vezon Chanel 38 





ICH ONE wooLD 
BRING BACK MY 
PEACE AND QUIET? 


YOULL NEED |= 


(‘iar peer oF your 
LIFE DO YOU THINK by, 
CRYSTALS COULD HELP 

The HOST? 


THORNTON. 1'M HELPING 


OTHERS WITH HEALING MINE thewenh 
CRYSTALS, 


ACNE? ENERGY? 
WEIGHT LOSS? 


HOW KIND. 
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Later, when Humphrey called fora second toa motion 
ta adopt a replacement fe policy for lechology ecto lan 
tostudents al he rickets” ashe putt when 
noone spoke up to second it He asked if anjone wanted 
further discussion, but again, no one spoke Eventually, 
Margaret MeSweeny male the second and the ensuing vote 
That was awkward and bizar 
Hump ning ah commas he Se ers 
TCR EMERGENCY & SPECIALTY SERVICES 
honor Nolan Gibbons of Marion whe paseed aay suddenly Cems cag 
on August 18. Nolan was 15 yeas od Pe ee ed 












































atthesame time,” said 











Sophomores Gabriella Berg and Kathleen Dunn fap ahr peerenisi peer ian mati 

presented two options for a plaque that will include Seer ed 

Nolan's photo, a quote he often said: "Everyone likes to be cena 
Cee ere eae a 





themaalves" anda QR code to Nolan's Spot att page 

aspirations,” said Dunn. The sophomore class recently held fevyeiciich aan enc roonhitchi 
of purple" when students donned Nolan's avert Fre nonaaiane 

inhi name. They raised just over $60, and while the 

plaque will only cost faction ofthat sum the sophomore 
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students like him ... will get to experience what he loved,” 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE| 


Relax and Enjoy the Holidays by Entertaining 
your guests with fine food prepared by us. 
Check out our catering & party-platter menu at 


wiwonthegotakeout.com 
TEGETS FASIER/ CHECK OUT WITH ONLINE ORDERING. 
ON THE GO PRIME RIB -a Certified Angus Beef Rib tastefully seasoned 
and marinated, in house and pan ready forthe OVEN... Entertain your guests 
FRESH BONELESS TURKEY BREAST ...... " ; 
(please note turkey is NOT cooked. they are oven ae 
BOAR'S HEAD SWEET SLICED BONELESS HAM) ; 
Don't forget The Boar's Head Glaze also available es 
(spiral hams glazed & oven ready also available by request) baked pies - blueberry, 
CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF TENDERLOING) 
ROASTED STUFFED PORK LOIN (feeds approx 1Sppl) pecan, pumpkin, apple, 
fresh pork loin stufed with our own savory stuffing and gravy 



























chocolate creme 
scallops wrapped in bacon « stuffed mushroom caps * shrimp cocktail Ss 
homemade meatballs in sauce » fresh cheese & cracker platter roneedesaten 
fresh vegetable & dip platter + marinated beef tips + baked stuffed shrimp 
ASSORTED CUSTOMIZED WRAP or DELI PLATTERS & more! 
508-758-9922 « 50 Marion Rd, Mattapoisett, Open Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 10-3 
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Hannah Strom ran from Island Wharf down Front Street to Silverstell Beach on Sunday morning, surrounded by her brother 


‘and friends. The accomplishment is a major step in the Marion native’s long road back from severe injuries sustained last 
Janiuary ina horrific crash while traveling in Florida with the Holy Cross rowing team. At the enc of her rn, her father 
surprised her with a puppy. The Tabor Academy graduate plans to go back to the Worcester-based college and rejoi the rowing 
prugram. Photos by Mick Colag 


‘AL 2.06 pm ont Friday, December T1, Marion Chief of Police [ 
Garcia signed off to radio dispatch, ending his shift anda la 
enforcement carcer that spanned three and a half deca, The Tou 
of Marion recognized his retirement with a drive-thru sendoff outside 
the Cushman Community Center. School children created a banner for 
the occasion that included greetings from the Board of Selectmen, Fie 
Department, town and school district official, police cruisers from 
several fowns across southeastern Massachusetts, and many private 

) citizens expressing their wishes. Eféctive with Garcia’ retireme 
Marion Police Lieutenant Richard Nighelli became the interim 
police chief until January when he is officially appointed as Garcia's 

-ement. Photos by Mick Colageo 
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Also during the meeting, Nelson reported that an 
Instagram account had been taken down after students 
reported the presence of a "Republican at ORR” page rife 
‘with racist overtones and political ideology, which featured 
the unauthorized use of the ORR Bulldog in a red “Make 
America Great Again” hat infront of a Confederate flag. 

“This social media was not supported, not sponsored 
by the school district,” Nelson said. “While recognizing the 
importance of free speech and dialog, hate speech has 0 
place in our schools.” He said he reported the page to local 
Jaw enforcement and contacted Instagram to take the page 
down, 

Devoll lauded the students for their quick response, 

“tt was awful, and it was just really sad,” Devoll said. “It 
saddened me, but the student response is what I don’t 

‘want to get lost. I want that to be our focus. Our students 
immediately disavowed this page and did the right thing 
and were mindful oftheir digital footprint when doing s0, so 
applaud them.” 

In COVID-19 news, Nelson reported that there were 43 
positive COVID-19 cases across all TH-Town school districts 
atthe time of the meeting. The high school had 24 students 
in quarantine; nine students with COVID-Iike symptoms 
‘were in isolation awaiting test results. Three students were in 
isolation at the junior high school after positive test results; 
10 students were in quarantine, with one student showing, 
COVID-like symptoms in isolation awaiting test results. 

‘The School Committee officially approved ORR’s 
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Keeps Giving All Year Long __ 





niture.com 





CALL TODAY To teABN MORE 
508-947-0680 
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MASSACHUSITTS tate 

Where the experience is priceless stone Hous 
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[qj Yeresa Dall shared [> 
these pictures of 
the decorations 


=: for the holidays 
‘at her home on 
AMEE Nort Street in 


Mattapoisett 


‘The Town of Rochester wasn’t able to host its 
traditional Christmas celebration this year, but 
the Fire Department made sure that Santa and 
Mrs. Claus and Sparky visited with children 
‘on Sunday outside Town Hall, where Boar of 
Selectmen Chairman Paul Ciaburri presided 
fer the lighting ofthe tree. Ciaburri wens 
thrilled to report that the Christmas Angels, 
‘40 by Lorraine Thompson with volunteers 
from the Council on Aging, the public library, 
Toca businesses, schools, and churches havent 
‘missed a bent. The charitable group has made 
the holidays special for many families with 
dinners and gifts. One family, said Ciaburri 
provided Christmas gifts for tw lange families 
‘The local Fire Fighters Association, a 301(c)3) 
organization, with the assistance of Old Colony 
Regional VocationalTechnical High School, has provided almost 40 complete meals 
for Rochester residents. “Every need got met; i wns heartwarming. It makes you 
feel good about the town you live in,” suid Ciaburri. “One thing about this town 
is things get done. Nobody knows about it that’s the roay its. The ones that have 
take care ofthe ones that have not.” Photos by Mick Colageo 
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participation in what will be a shortened winter sports 
season (see separate story), 

In other business, the committee approved the naming 
of the new ORR press box in honor of Howard “Howie” 
Stillman Bates 

‘The commnittee accepted a $10,000 donation from the 
Friends of ORR Drama to fund an auditorium lighting 
capital project, 

‘The next meeting of the Old Rochester Regional School 
Committee will be held on January 20 at 6:30 pm. 





Winter Sports 2020-21: Nothing Less than 
Perfection Will Do 
By Mick Colageo 
In onder to go undefeated through the 2020-21 winter 
sports season commencing with practices this week at Old 


Rochester Regional High School, the mission isa simple one, 


and it has nothing to do with box scores. 
“Lfeel really good about the work adults will commit 
to, tobe perfect, and we need to be perfect this wintes,” said 
‘ORR Principal Mike Devoll during a special Zoom meeting 
held on Monday night for student-athletes and their paren 





With the December9 vote of the Old Rochester Regional 


‘School Committee grven-lighting the Bulldogs’ participation 
in winter-season varsity and junior-varsity sports, Director 
of Athletics Bill Tilden laid out the ground rules for student- 
athletes 

‘The sports themselves, boys and girls basketball, 





Call Chex Sarkis 
508-758-9500 
508-992-9638 
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AUT D. cot:508-509-2292 


Quality Used Cars & Complete Auto Repair 
‘1 CHANGE» TRANSMISSION FLUSH «COOLANT FLUSH «TUNE UPs 
BRAKE EXHAUST» NC CHARGE» HEATING SYSTEMS » IRE REPAIR 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS = FREE PICKUP & DROP-OFF» MA SPECTON 

196 Huttleston Avenue, Fairhaven, MA ———_— 
WwW.aauseiautos.com + aaautosales@live.com 


Check out our website 
or stop by for great deals 
on great used cars! 


Happy Holidays! 


Financing Available 
Bad credit/No credit 
Anyone can get financing! 














In Loving Memory 
10th Anniversary 


James A. Nunes 
04/30/48 - 12/23/10 


Armillion times, we've needed you 
Amillion times, we've cried, 
Iflove alone could have saved you 
You never would have died. 
Inlife we loved you dearly, 

In death we love you still. 

In our hearts you hold a place, 
No one else can ever fill. 

It broke our hearts to lose you, 
But you didn’t go alone 
Part of us went with you, 
The day God took you home. 


Love & Miss You Always, 
Linda, Laurie & Jennifer 2020 
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Pulled Back In 
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= By Rob Gonsalves 
= www.robsmovievault.com 


The Godfather, Coda: The Death of Michael Corleone, Starting 
Al Pacino and Andy Garcia, Directed by Francis Fard Coppola, 
Running time: 159 minutes, MPAA rating: R. Now showing in 
select theaters and on physical and streaming home media, 

‘The movie formerly known as The Godfather Part It 
(1990) has always been substantially different from its two 
classic predecessors. Unlike them, itis informed by the deepest 
pain; itasks what you do after your child dies. And ithas no 
answer, then and ow, under its new title The Godfather, Cod 
The Daath of Michael Corleone. As has been his wont the las few 
years, director Francis Ford Coppola has tinkered with the 
film, moving some scenes and trimming others; it's shorter but 
doesn’t fel shorter — the pacing is still abt stif, the dialogue 
‘often stilted. Ieonicaly, the subtitle isnot literal: Coppola fades 
teblack on the ruined face of Michael Corleone (Al Pacino), 
sparing us his unintentionally corscal literal downfall, What we 
see now is more like the death of Michaels light, his soul. 

Tkind of miss the sad way the movie used to start — 
leaves blowing around the old, desolate Corleone compound. 
We now kick off with Michael pursuing a deal with the head 
ofthe Vatican bank, which gets us onto the narrative on-ramp 
faster and makes what follows —a ceremony in which Michael 
is awarded a papal bauble — seem like more of a sly quid-pro- 
quo event. Michael wants to buy respectability for himself and 
his family; he wants to leave a clean legacy for his children, 
‘especially his daughter Mary (Sofia Coppola). It was fashionable 
in 1990 to bash Soli, the director's daughter and untrained as 
an actress, for ruining her father’s movie. But to me she comes 
across as authentic, unguarded, and finally poignant. Sofia later 
made preat strides as a director herself, but there's no shame in 
what she does here, 

‘Coppola has left two major sequences alone, to these eyes 
— Michael's halting confession to a cardinal who willbe the 
next Pope, and the climax crosscutting between various murders 
with Ceonllerie Rusticaua as its voluptuous backdrop. Inthe 
latter, Coppola drops his guilt and grief and revels in the sheer 
play of being a filmmaker. Vengeance, rage, sorrow, broken 
faith — Coppola brings i all together. The movie-movieness of 
itall an seem a bit much, but the Godfather films were always 
opera, never life. To my knowledge, Coppola never ordered 
his own brother killed, but he id (and still does) contend with 
the death, in 1985, of his son Gian-Carlo. This Gifather is more 
personal and vulnerable than the first two; it Fels like an open 
wound, and I'd prefer not to rub salt in it. Godfather, Coda is not 
perfect by any means, and doesn’t share the cool intelligence 
ff and If, but it’s time to stop punishing i, Iris ts own movie. 
Costnetically it resembles the ist tvo, but its core i jagged and 
despaizing. 

Even Michael seems like a completely different man than 
the frigid, calculating chessmaster of the other films. Pacino 
gives him more warmth; age and illness (Michael has diabetes) 


hhave made Michael more fragile, more nakedly lunging towards 
the acceptance and love of his family —his ex-wife Kay (Diane 
Keaton) his loyal sister Connie (Talia Shire, putting some dark 
steel into her line readings; “Maybe they should fear you,” 
Michae! tells Connie in one of the film's funnier exchanges) 
‘The unstated horror ofthe thid film is that everyone seems to 
know how Fredo died and is more or les all ight with it — 
{even Connie keeps up the pretense that Fredo drowned so that 
Michael can pretend Connie doesn’t know. It wast't personal i 
was strictly business. But Gofter, Co is strictly personal W's 
about how you live with being a monster —a monster whose 
very existence imperls the innocence that manages to Gower 
around you 

Coppola hase fixed some ofthe stuf that still makes me 
<ringe. Joe Mantegna has been terrific elsewhere, but as media 
darling Joey Zasa a crude gangster who styles himself a dapper 
don, he's pretty awful (to be fais, he gets handed the worst ines: 
“If anyone would say sucha thing, they would not bea friend. 
‘They would be a dog’). The ease with which Zasa goes out of 
the film proves he ads lite to it; Michae’s real adversary is 
elsewhere. Coppola has taken out some of Michae’scofinside 
mourning for his father’s old friend Don Tommasino, whose 
presence in the fist two flms never struck me as large enough 
to justify stopping the film to note his passing. (In Godfather 
hr let Michael stay with his une in Stiy; in he helped Vito 
‘get evenge on an ancient enemy.) Originally Michael wonders 
aloud wity people loved Tommasino but fear him; now he just 
promises to be good. 

Kay points out that, now that Michael is fxated on 
redemption, he’s more dangerous than ever — more desperate 
He leaves the family in the hands of his legitimate nephews 
Vincent Mancini (Andy Garcia), a hothead who, from what we 
see, doesn't have the sereen time to develop into a plausible new 
Don Corleane. Some critics took that asa flaw, bu suspect i's 
intentional. Michaels so hung up on eetiring from ordering 
hits on people that he'll hand everything off to a violent 
took Carta has fash ad presence bur, buts Vincent i 
supposed to mature, Garcia is left with less to work with. I's not 
his movie, anyway, and it never becomes his movie. Gaither, 
Coda stays with Michael's emptiness, which he attempts to ill 
with family and religion, apparently unaware he has irevocably 
blasphemed against both. This thd movie doesn’t tell us much 
we couldn't have guessed from the end of Part I, but 25a coda, 
now itemphasizes that Michael was damned the minute he 
‘ame out ofthat restaurant bathroom with the stashed gun. 
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hockey, and swimming (there is no winter track this school 
year, will see safety modifications, but that was not the focal 
point of Monday night's Zoom meeting, That had to do with 
the teamsvork that happens when the game clocks are not 
running, 

Rule I: You have to wear a mask, and you have to 
bring your own water bottle. Tilden advised students to 
have several masks so that they can stay fresh. “If you show 
up without a water bottle, I'm telling coaches to send you 
home,” he said, noting that is unhealthy to try to make it 
through a practice without water. “We will close down a 
practice if we see kids sharing water bottles.” Schools will 
not be allowed this winter to use coolers and furnish water 
bottles 

As thrilled as Devoll and Tilden were to be having this 
discussion, it was delivered with a sober temperament. 

“We continue to see students not taking that guidance 
seriously... We need them to consider that the stakes are 
alittle bt higher,” said Devoll, comparing the risk of self 
{quarantine to not only missing out on sports but the risk of 
shutting down their sport for their teammates. “The essence 
‘of high school sports is to be past of a team, There are 
teammates counting on us. 

By not participating in fall sports, a decision Devoll 
stressed isa delay and not a cancellation, much was learned 
during the last few months watching patticipating schools 
succeed and fal in various aspects and practices. The other 
side of that coin is ORR student-athletes are, on average, a 
step behind. Any misstep regarding safety precautions could 
cost a team a critical level of conditioning work. 

10-day quarantine, Devoll reminded listeners, wipes 
‘out most ofa season, as 2020-21 schedules are limited to a 
dozen games, all against South Coast Conference opponents. 
Limited to league play for the sake of simplicity, with each 
school adopting the same rules, SCC teams will face each 
other once with a league playoff at the end. It’s a short 
‘window of opportunity that willbe laced with adrenaline, 
but how well the weaker links conduct themselves could 
decide the fate of many students’ sports seasons. 

“The schools that competed inthe fal get it, and most of 
the students who stayed with an AAU ora club team, I think 
they get it” said Devoll, who added that students could not 











From professional pruning to designer ‘patioy, 
wally ond gardens. 


Celebrating over 100 years in the Landscaping business! 
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BREWER BANNER Desi; 
77 Forest St, New Bedford, MA 02° 


Splendid GIFT suggestions 
from your local small business 


+ For the Boater: ail kinds of fags, pennants, 
‘ourgees in stock or custom made 
4 Historical Plag fo celebrate our proud heritage 
+ Decorative Banner for all seasons & reasons = 
decorate your house - ouside or inside» 
perfect for childrens rooms 
‘& Official N.E. Pariots, Boston Red Sox or other 
official Team Flagg 
+ Flagpole or ather quality accessory 
% A bright, ow, embroidered & sewn U.S. Flag 
+ Can't decide? Let your friend choose their favorite 
‘log or begin a custom project with our attractive 
GIFT CERTIFICATE 
508-996-6006 


www.brewerbanner.com 





Qustico 


INDOOR DINING 
Outside Too! 


Reservations Preferred / Walk-ins Welcome 
Please call 508.758.4828, 


Wed.-Thurs. 5-8, Fri. - Sat. 5-8:30 


Take-out 
Call 508-758-1342 
Order on-line at chownow.com 
Fri, Sat 4:00 - 8:30pm 
Wed, Thur, Sun 4:00 - 8:00pm 


62 Marion Rd, Route 6, Mattapoisett 
www.rusticoma.com 
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‘COASTLINE ELDERLY Turkey ub wrap, assorted fut 
NUTRITION PROGRAM mae 

Monday, Dee 21: American -—-Thuraday, Dee 24: No schoo! 
chop suey, green & wax beans, Friday, Dee 2: No schoo! 


‘mutigain ot, Mandarin oranges 





Tuesday, Dec 22: Honey ginger OLD HAMMONDTOWN. 


chicken. veg 
(rena land vee 
vnneat bread, banana 











Se omen, Monday, Dee 21: Remote meals 
jes, whole Tuesday, Dee 22: Cohort 


usage egg & cheese bagel 


Wednesday, Dec 23: Spanish melt, sweet potato tes OF 

Comat hash browne, med Turkay cua wrap, assorted fut, 

vegetables, utloa, pineapple 1% mk 

Thursday, Dec 24: Vegetarian Wednesday, Dee 28: Cohort 8 

chil, mashed potatoes cinner__ sausage egg & cheesa bagel 

ral stawbery cup Friday, Dec melt sweet potato tes OR 

25: Crisimas Day Turkey dus wrap, assorted tu 
1% mie 

CENTER SCHOOL ‘Thursday, Dec 24: No schoo! 


Monday, Dec 21: emote meals Fil 
‘Tuesday, Dee 22: Cohort A 





‘Dec 25: No school 





usage ogg & cheese bagel OLD ROCHESTER REGIONAL, 
ret, sweet potato fas OF JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH 
Turkey ou wrap, assorted rut, Monday, Dec 21: Remate meals 
1% me Tuesday, Dec 22: Cohort A 


Wednesday, Dec 23: Cohort 8: sal 


usage egg & cheese bagel 


sausage ogg & cheese bagel melt sweet potato tes OR 
‘ot, sweet potato fnas OF Turkey eu wrap, assorted tut 





OLICE LoGS 


Shaw St— MV crash 
Randall Rd - Trespassing 
Brandt Island Ra 
Randall Rd ~ Animal control 
Church St~ Animal control 


Serah Sherman Pd Animal donot 
New Bediord Rd ~ MV calision 
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valey Hil A Burg 

Maron Rd Fraud 
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1% mae sausage 699 & cheese bagel 

Wednesday, Dec 23: Cohort 8: melt, sweet potato thes OR 
usage e99 & cheese bagel Turkey club wrap, assorted fut, 

mal, sweet potato fies OF 1 mile 

Turkey lub wrap, assorted rut, Wednesday, Dec 28: Cohort 
1% mae ssage egg & choose bao 

‘Thuraday, Dec 24:No schoo! melt, swaet potato tes OR 

Friday, Dec 25: No school Turkey club wrap, assorted tru 

1% mil 
ROCHESTER MEMORIAL ‘Thursday, Dee 24: No schoo! 








Monday, Dec 21: Remote male Friday, Dee 25: No schoo! 
Tuesday, Dec 22: Cohort 

sausage egg & cheese bagel OLD COLONY REGIONAL 
malt, sweet potato ties OF Monday, Dee 21: Macaroni & 
“Turkey luo wrap, assorted rut, cheese, green beans & bread 
1Semae 


Wednesday, Dec 23: Cohort B: 
bagel 





sOR, Wednesday, Dee 23: Chckon 
Turkey luo wrap, assorted trl, chow mein & chop suey vegnies 
1m ‘Thursday, Dee 24: No schoo! 
‘Thursday, Dec 24:No sche! Friday, Dee 25: No schoo! 
Friday, Dee 25: No schoo! 





SIPPICAN SCHOOL 
Monday, Dee 21: Remote meals 
essay, Dee 22: Cohort A 
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catch up on sports the way they have been able to get caught 
up in curriculum, “I've been wanting a full experience for 
four students for a long time, so this isa good step in that 
direction, Simply put, go Bulldogs. I'm excited to start 

Some ofthe logistics: ORR will not allow spectators for 
its rst two home basketball games. After that, up to two 
family members per player may attend, la the SCC, there are 
no fans allowed into away games. 

Locker rooms at home are open to a maximum of 10 
players for changing purposes only (no showers). Players 
‘may not leave anything in the locker room, Players in the 


second slot of practice time on a given day are not allowed to 


use the locker room, Batheooms will remain open, 
Before reporting to practice, students will use quick 

response (QR) barcodes with their smartphones at various 

school locations to check-in and answer coronavieus-pratocol 


questions, thereby saving their coaches valuable minutes 
allotted to practice. “If you don't feel good, please stay 
home,” said Tilden, who doesn’t want to see any student 
taking chances with teammates potentially affected if they 
don’t feel well and still attend. 

Basketball players are asked to space out theit bags 
6 feet apart in the gym, That will help structure social 
distancing during water breaks. 

The trainer's room, a popular hangout for players, 
Js henceforth limited to three people who must use an 

There will be no regular tape obs; 

players are fo wear preventative equipment instead. The 


E-Hallway pass for acces 





Estate Planning 
A han cr pron and poner ot 


Law Orricr or 
‘Amy S. MELLO, LLC 


thee benches in the room will be limited to one person per 
bench so thatthe bench cs 
For away games, the capacity on 


be wiped down between visits, 
27-passenger bus 
including the driver, is 12 varsity and 12 JV players and two 
coaches, Players must arrive drvssed to play. There will be no 
ging rooms, only a small bathroom. 
Ifa player becomes ill during practice or a home game, 
the trainer will determine a course of action. ORR has been 


tusing the auditorium stage as its Cates Room, but iit 
happens at an away game, that player would notbe allowed 


m bus but would be held behind and await a ride 
home, Tilden said details are still in the works for such a case 


on the te 


and may involve the coach, 





I, for instance, ORR pays Seekonk on a Tuesday and 
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Denise’s Pet Care Center 
‘Quality Pet Supplies & Friendly Service 


» Dog Grooming 
(*) Jennifer Renauld 

for appt. call 508-742-5584 

Store 500-758.9969 

{23 Fahaven Road 

Matapotet 


Tues-Fri 9-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 12-5 
www. denisespetcarecenter.com 
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& Water Sealed 


Dan Hill 


Chimney Sweep & Reline 
Lie.Ins 


508-759-0930 * 508-847-1644 
Email: OldTymeChimney|@sol.com 
www.OldTymeChimneySweep.com 
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Seekonk calls ORR on Thursday to say someone tested, 
positive for COVID-19 or anytime during the same week, 
the ORK players and coach go into 10 days of quarantine, 

A return to play for a positive test requires two clearance 
levels: the COVID-19 clearance and then a second clearance 
based on an evaluation of physical conditioning for return to 
sports. 

‘Coaches face the task of the game and an overall 
supervisory role. “Their jobs are going to be much easier if 
their athletes are cooperative,” said Tilden. “I don't think 
the kids have had the fun part of school yet... We want this 
season to happen in the worst way.” 

Basketball teams were to begin practice on December 8, 
‘with varsity and junior varsity occupying the gyms with an 
hour in between toallow for proper cleaning. Boys basketball 
is practicing at the junior high and giels at the high school 

‘The Travis Roy Rink at Tabor Academy, ORR’s regular 
home ice, is not available, so the hockey teams are skating 
just over the Bourne Bridge at the John Gallo Ice Arena, The 
boys have tryouts and a 5:30-6:30 am time slot at Gallo. The 
gitls, much shorter on numbers without the customary coop 
participants, will begin practice on Sunday, December 20. 

‘Swimmers were scheduled to begin on Wednesday 
night from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, but Tilden was mindful of the 
south coast’ impending snowstorm forecast. 

‘Typically, said Tilden, preseason talk focuses on team. 
unity and concussion prevention and treatment, but those 
concerns have taken a back seat this winter, "We still need 
parents to pay attention,” he sad. 

Of the 113 students registered to play winter sports at 
ORR, 35 physicals were outstanding as of Monday night. 
‘The Massachusetts Department of Health would not allow 
schools to use an 18-month physical; it has to be no more: 
than 13 months out, 

‘There are user fees for winter sports, and Tilden said, 
“Not having winter track is a destroyer of the fee structure.” 
Without those 80 user fees, student-athletes were asked 
by Booster Club President Justin Shay to reach out for 
donations, saying that just two donations per student would 
get the Bulldogs through the winter season. 

“The hockey teams, said Shay, are averaging 2.7 
donations per athlete, with the total funds raised up around 
$7,000 for ice time. “They're slaying it!" he said, encouraging, 
all the student-athletes to seek donations. 

‘Tilden asked for delivery of user fees this week, if 
possible, or next week. "Let us know if you need more time,” 
he said, referencing payment plans. Those seeking a full 
‘waiver need to let the school know as soon as possible. 

While COVID-19 protocols were addressed with a fair 
‘warning of repercussions, Tilden told the School Committee 
that the short winter season could have far-reaching positive 
implications. If high-risk sports like basketball and hockey 
can succeed, then it will make it that much easier for the 
-moderate-risk sports outdoors in the spring. "We need to 
make the winter season work,” he said. “any parents have 
any concerns, we want to know about it beforehand rather 
than after” 
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‘Those with questions were invited to reach out to 
billtldendoldrochesterorg or justinshay@comecast.net 


Cushing Cemetery 

‘The gates at Cushing Cemetery willbe closed and 
locked just before and during any significant snow /ice 
storms. We have todo this for insurance reasons and to 
protect our roads and headstones. After the snow is gone, 
‘we will unlock and open the gates. Thank you for your 
understanding, 


Christmas Day Swim 
Unfortunately, we will have to cancel the Annual 

‘Christmas Day Swim to benefit Helping Hands and Hooves. 
Due to COVID-19 concems, we don’t feel comfortable that 
it would bea safe event. We look forward to seeing you next 
year! If you would like to donate to us, please send a check 
to Helping Hands and Hooves, PO. Box 1315, Mattapoiset 
MA, 02739. Thank you! 


From the Files of the Rochester Historical Society 
By Connie Eshbach 

‘The large white house at 7 Mation Road, along with 
its shed, barn, and garage, has a long and varied history. 
‘Today itis called The Bonney House and is divided into 
condos. Before this, it was a shop called Dempsey’s Village 
‘Sampler, and before that, it was the home of Phil and 
Dorothy Bray and had both an inground pool and a bomb 
shelter: However, its history gets more interesting the further 
back you go. The house, which is an excellent example of 
the late Federalist style of architecture, was builtin 1826 for 
George Bonney. George Bonney was involved in Rochester 
politics and served as a representative to the General Court 
in Boston from 1844-1845. Primarily though, Bonney was a 
businessman, and his house contained both a tavern and a 


store. 
‘One of the items sold at the store was coarse quality 

ready-to-weat clothing, It’s believed to be the first store in 

America to do so. The coarse clothing business began with 


Bonney’s southern connections. He had a winter home and 
business in Savannah, Georgia. Along with some associates 
(one of whom was his brother, Charles), he sent his schooners 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
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‘CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
‘An Open Hearing ofthe Maps 
(Conservation Conta wil be eld on Moy 
erotly conse wilh Governor Baker's Exec 
{tive Ordre March 12.2030 de tothe cunt 
The Applicants jropse to obs 
Ramp a loting Dock Sytem, No st work. 
‘ofthe Conservation Consmission by email at 
Lesaildemataponcttact forthe Zoom Mecting 





TOWN OF MARION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Mowing Ib: 8621568 S340 asso 062728 
‘onthe Online Mew a 

The Mion Planing Board wil old 
Tabor Acsiemy: The application's ora Site Pan 
Revie co eld Expiring Co Into 
‘hung with associated parking. drainage i 
frovenes and upg uly serves 
Set ns rer Meni on Marta Ass 


TOWN OF MaTApoIsErr 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

‘tion Commission fie at 8) 7584100 ox 
319 foe Zorn istration. 12117 


off the mark 


by Mark Parisi 


























58 The Wanderer 


December 17,2020 


www. wanderercom 


south to load. 
up with cotton, 
which was made 
into a coarse 
cloth called “slop 
cloth” upon 
arriving in the 
north. The fabric 
was then made 
into clothing and 
shipped back 
south to sell to plantation owners who bought it to clothe 
their slaves. 

Mary Hall Leonard, an area historian, wrote that the 
demand for this type of clothing created work (slop work) 
for Rochester women who sewed clothing, as well as a 
popular garment called the “Marseilles vest.” For ma 
years, Bonney’s boats went up and down the coast bringing, 
cotton north and clothing south. The Rochester Female 
Missionary Society, begun in 1816, got much of its funding 
for missionary and parish work by doing this slop work for 
George Bonney. 

‘This coarse cloth was also used to make the clothing 
carried on whaling ships. When crew members’ clothes 
became unwearable, they could get new clothing from the 
ship’s commissary: (I'm pretty sure the cost of the dothes 
was deducted from any money they made at the end of 
the voyage). The “slop” name of the cloth, over time, was 
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transferred to the seaman’s slop chests, 

‘The house stayed in the Bonney family through the 
1800s, In 1903 it became the summer home of Chaeles J. 
Holmes, a banker from Fall River, who may have been a 
descendant of the Charles Holmes who lived at 10 Marion 
Road. In 1936, it was identified on maps as Holmlands, 
which including its grounds, had a much larger footprint 
than ithas today. 





ORRHS Term 3 Honor Roll 

‘The following students have achieved honors for the 
first term at Old Rochester Regional High School: 

Highest Honors, Grade &: Che Bea, Chine sane, Murray 
Callan Meredith Carer, There Coe jl Cen lla Cust, 
‘Amul Dupre, Dylan Dung Ethan Furtado, jayenson Canechel, Jac 
Haley, Eve Harley, aubeey Helse, Corinne Hibbert Macy Inghas, Theo 
Jaca, Logan Leblane, Zach Leblane, Laeas Long, Megan McFadyen, 
‘va MeLzod, Derek Moreau, Jonathan Nguyen, Catarina Nunes, 
Brenna © Donael Esa Persea, Andres Pore, Kelly Quinlan Mares 
Robichaud, Kamyn Rodrigues, Mariana Sadat, Pat) Tipp acon 
Veugen Hanna Whale, ters: Grade i: Rudy Arenal Ava 
Barns Sylvie Benson, Gabrila Brg Rese Burge, Theda Caroll, 
Cais Callie, Dad Cont, oseph Dupre, Paige Fale, Lev Grodin, 
Alexander Hareigan,Sakurako HuyaltAovama, Soa lish, 

“Maswel William Mella, Jorlan Nguyen, Quin O Bier 
(Deane, Corian Kab Norah Schlappa, Nosh Somer, Ean Wl, 
Surnme Willams, Samuel Wilamson, sarah Wyman, Grade U: Amanda 
Armanels, En Besancon James Coleman, Anna Dube, Edwatd Goel, 
Colby Gross, Samuel Harr, Emma Levasseur, Amaya MeLend, Mage 
Natl Chares Richard, Juli Sheridan, Auta Tiley, Camezan Weaver, 
lara Whalley, Jonoph Zino; Grade Ta Mla Cont Aletander Cea Ein, 
Davis Cary Drew, Rachael Fanon, Austin eming, Lauren Hartly Jatt 
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Home Health Care 


Services that enable you or your loved anes 
to live at home ind dently 
‘a safe and healthy quality of life! 


+ Personal Care Healthy Meal Plan/Prep 

2 Companionship ‘¢ Homemaking/ Housekeeping 

© Medication Reminders © Hospice Support 

© Transportation ¢ Alsheimor's & Dementia Care 
© 24 Hour On Cal Support 
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Tabitha Louise Tise-Cooper Dedicated to Keeping the 
Heart” in Home Carel 
Memb ofthe Senior Resouice Association (SRA) 


Prasident 





Call Sharon Viens, Director of Sales, to Schedlle a Private Appointment to View our Designer Model Home 401-808.9698, 


‘wwwaplitrockatbayelubcom + sharon(@splitrockiabayelubeom 
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South Coast Landscaping & Tree Care 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
[Don’t forget to wish these people 
a Happy Birthday! 

Brandon Garde December 17 
Donna Walther December 17 
[Kimberley Goguen December 17 
Molly Janicki December 17 
Thomas DeCosta December 17 
sudy Anthony December 18, 


Kenly Hiller December 18 
Palmer W.Clingman December 18, 
Peter MacLean December 18 
Alex Cordeiro December 19 
[Britany M.Lestage December 19 
Hillary Collyer December 19 
Luz Jackivies December 19 
Sara Achorn December 19 
Sylvia Longwonth December 19 
Brenda Rogers December 20 
Erin Burke December 20 
Kaitlin Kelley December 20 
Nancy Dutt December 20 
Billy Osborne December 21 
December 21 
December 21 
Yasmin Vincent December 21 
JChauote’ L.Gibson December 


Elizabeth Milde 
Holly Cardoza, 
Kristin Querim 


December 
December 
December 








Vietoria Wade December 22 
Aiden Day December 23, 
Bob Ball December 23, 
[Chsis Hiller December 23, 
tan Cabral December 23, 
[Gladys Hartley December 23, 
uly Hagan December 23, 
Palmer Clingman December 23, 
December 23, 
December 
Stacy Jones: December 
Stephen Gouin December 


















1 you would like The Wanderer to announce 
a bintday for yourself friend or family 
rember plete submit your information n= 
ine tous at wwwvandexcom. To submit 
information by regular mail please send the 
person's mame (mont and day) along with 
your name and pone number so we can 
ont the information to Birthdays, c/o The 
Wanderer, PO, Box 102, Mattapoisett, MA 
02739. You may submit bithday announce 
mens anytime during the year and they wil 
be publshed/posed during the appropiate 
werk, 
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Labonte, Jake Louden, Kaley Luong, Rebecs Mide,Caistan Nabe 
Shaver Serena O'Consel Lindsey © Doasal, Quintin Palmer Rachel 
Pin Daphne Poi, Aidan Root, Kennedy Sera, Evan Seth Side 
Sianion, Willan Stark, Mason Tucker Sophie Vigoan, Emma Vivio, Ena 
Willams, 

High Honors, Grade 9: Ely Abbot, Helena Anes, Abgal 
Duar, Cole Gold Lily Johnson, Mather Keno, Keeln Leshan, 
Anthony Morea Marina Maras, Owen Modacek, Anna Pereira, 
Logan Per, Garret Sal, Angela Tomas, Tyler Willams, Fyle Young, 
{its Varo Grade 1: Colin Caroll Madeline Dug, Sayer Fax Jul 
Foye, Domenic Pingel, Lis Galo, Lam Garghty,acksen Mastin, 
Willan O’Shaughnesy, Markus ire, Lauren Rapors, Reagan Rock, 
Makeana Serva, bts Vanderpol, Mackenzie Vigea: Grade I Claude 
Belanger Brendan Burke, Iabulla Cori, Meredith Davignn,ilian 
ere, abla Hunt Jamie MacKencle, Sofia Maris, Lukas Michaelis 
Eljah Mt, Olivia My dlck Mare Poth, Benjamin Piece Santos, 
Zachary Prt, Calle Tavares Maswell Tucker, Madeline Wight Grade 12: 
‘hire acy, Margaret Bory, Shlby Carmichael, Meghan Ceig Mariana 
iat, Reign Femoraes, Rachel Foye, Lindsay Holic, Stefan Hulsebonch, 
Brianna Machado, Abigail McFadyen Samuel Nebet Evan OBrea-Nichls 
Jonathan Pete Besse Parr, PakerSispon, Kathleen Teneo 

Honors, Grade Ryan Arua, Hunter Bishop, Jaceigh Black, 
[Noah Bongiono, Sofa Boule, Joa Bowman, Jonge Carl, Ease 
Casi, Casandra Charron, Tyler Chick, Henry Cooney, ara Costa, Ryan 
Elly, Amber Engl, Emerson Femino, Constance Fridman, Alexia 
Gonaives, Elizabeth Harrington, Keira Har-Bonvile, Ausra Hayden, 
James Kippenberger, Sara Krol, Madson Luis, Camryn Mant, John 

armel, Nicholas Miedema, Nashja Monteiro, Caden Neves, Phoeny 

‘Nunes, Camila Paraskeva, Madelyn Pham, Nosh Pitley, Alice Poefontaine 
(George Paichopaldas,Shay-ann Roberson, Alison Rol Aiden Selling, 
Aidan Sik Rese Souza, Robert Spenard jason Tobi, Avele Troupe, 
Alyssa Vee, lake Remy Wilson, Jenna Woodward, Benjein 
Wyman: Grade 10 Samuel Bas, Mya Braga Torsten Brickley, Tyler 
Cardial Ryan Conder, Kat Feeney, Fllnn Fitzpatrick, Detek Gaui, 
Elza Guard, Mason Has, Dylan Harley Mattsen, Baden Hayward, 
Jack Hebert Elizabeth Higgins, Derek Hla, Thomas Janik, Ashley 
[Cawrence, Emanuela Lawrence, Philp le Gassick, lan Llane Janes 
[EClar Body Le, Nicole Londergan, Mackenzie Luong Drew MacGregor, 
Alevandee Marsden, Kyle McCullough, Robert Morgan, Emma Mullen, 
Alexandee Nguyen, Madeline ©’ Conn, Abigal Pat, Kalin Pee, 
‘wen Pepin, Paul Peronell, Grace Plesk Andrew Poul, kee 
Radel, Henry Richards, Nathaniel Robertson, Kira Sarkra Ela Shu, 
Hialambos Svvinakis Jab Sith, Kye Seth Cooper Study, Esa 
Van Ness, Delaney Valle, Arianna Vintage, Delaney Wikon: Grade I 
Justin Allain Jc Allen, Magdalena Broil Sally Bute 
Jake Cronin Matthew Cut Jacob Dao, Quian Davignon, Alice 
DeCico Carey Benjamin DeMoranvlle, David iat, Chistes Feeney 
Isabel Fiedsihs, Hannah Furtado, Thomas Galas Jenna Gamache 
Brody Gatber, Taylor Groen va Hall Mia Hal, Hare Hint, babel 
unis Lauryn Lent Sean Land, Dew Mastovaky, Ethan McEtvy, Laces 
Metly, Cole Mechan, Carlie Mila, Drew Means Steven Moc 
Enuly arly, Katherine Nason, Jemberu Noyce, Tavsh Nunes, Stephen 
(1d, Dylan Pllston, Ethan Perez-Dormitzer,Sawichaya PRmolnas, 





















































Theeadfully, Youre 
Bedhosa “Bobbi” Saapor 
508.758.2058 


theseastressossegmilcom 


Besaions, Repairs & Casta Designs 











‘wwwavanderercom 


BOUTIQUE FOR DOLLS 


CEI Se eee 
18” Doll Clothing 


sts AMERICAN GIRL 


Grrr eee) 


DUT MLL Ay 


Pei ee ert) 
Correa etre 


Mara Pschopaidas, Hayden Rita, Natalya Rivera, abla Romi, Leo 
Schispp, Ethan Sly, Damon Sead, Mickenna Soucy, Brooke Sted, 
Hannah Teen, Emma Thorel, Wlam Tel, Ter Tea, Michael 
Jenner Wms, Nathan Varo, Grade 1 Jared Achoe, Tajo 
Amaral lah Andrade, Stphen Ame, Noval Acrud, Maya Blouin 
Marsa Braga, Carts Beg, alla Carel, Emma Cartl, Margaret 
Carol Steve Carvalho jillian Craig, Quinn Davison, Tessa DeMlago 
Meaghan Dtesne, Joseph Dumas, Katherine Dyer Sjey Feeney Davis 
Fan, Prose Friedman, Maeve Geraghty, Ethan Grac,Somucl Gullo 
Ello Gurney, Charles Harly-Mateon, Grif Henriques, Meghan Hora, 
Faith Humphrey Mis Hurley, Molly Jacki Jaco Jensen, Aanouk Joseph, 
Coli Kulak ian Langlais, Ova LaPiere,Geifin Lawrence, Madisyn 
Leavit Eva Angeline McCann, El Miranda, Cooper Newton, Tucker 
Nugent David Olver Fil Ove Jacob Oust, Michael Parke Aaron 
Peri, Raegan Rapors, Paige Sommer, Sophia Sous, Jaco Spark Jaclyn 
Stadelmann, Mourn Stephens Bay Te, Tar-Rae Tapp jaca Vane, 
Kayl iia, Tyler Wadia, Emena Wark, Amand Wheeler, Samantha 
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Winters, Alesander Weight 


ORRJH Students of the Month 
Silas D. Coclines, principal of Old Rochester Regional 
Junior High School, announces the following Students of the 
Month for November 2020: 
Green Team: Gianna Del.eo & Kaylee Sitarz 
Orange Team: Erin Cardinal & Benjamin Bourgeois 
Blue Team: Spencer Troy & Ella Shannon 
Red Team: Ryan Simmons & Molly Wronski 
Remote Team: Emily Wyman & Douglas Barrows 


Bishop Stang First Quarter Honor Roll 

Bishop Stang High School is proud of the 
accomplishments of our students, and recognizes those 
students earning Honor Roll distinction. Students on the 
President's List have an average 95 or above, and a 0 or 
above in all courses. Students receiving First Honor have an 
average 90 or above, and an 85 or above in al courses. Those 
with Second Honor have an average 85 or above, and an 80 
or above in all courses 

The following students from our area are being 
recognized for their academic achievement at Bishop Stang, 
High Schoo! for their performance in the frst quarter: 

Marion: President's List: Lillian Manning'24 

First Honors: Raquel da Costa 21, Maeve Egger 22, 
Luke Tougas 23 

Second Honors: Bridget Clavell 21, Sophie Lynch 21, 
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Molleigh O'Neil-O'Connell 24, Redmond Podkowa ‘23, 
Elizabeth Russo ‘24 

Mattapoisett: President's List: Noah Cormier 24, Julia, 
Downey ‘23, Liam Downey ‘21 Lillian Surprenant ‘24 

First Honors: Cole Dube 21, Ella Meninno ‘21, Sophia 
Meninno’24, Joel Michaud ‘21, Eleanor Senna '23 

Second Honors: Caroline Connelly ‘24, Ryan Oliveira 
24, Hannah Ramalho "23, Claire Surprenant ‘22. 

Rochester: Presidents List: Bree Killion ‘24 

First Honors: Dylan Aguiar 21, Kara Feen ‘24, Lindsey 
Feen ‘24, Isabella Marotta ‘24 

‘Second Honors: Briana Pothier 22, Sarah Pothier ‘24, 
Kyle Viera '24 

















WALRUS & CAPTAIN ERIDAYS 2020 AND 2021 
“ DRY DOCK ” 


5:30pm 


— 8:00pm. 


Bring your used and tattered burgees. We are making a wall of fame. 





Celebrate with an evening at the pub. 
Menus available www.walrusbistro.com 
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Falmouth Academy Head of School List 

Falmouth Academy has announced its Head of School 
List for academic achievement in the frst trimester of the 
2020-21 school year. Students named tothe list have earned. 
atleast three A’s and no grade below a B- for the trimester. 
Falmouth Academy has 225 students in grades 7 through 
12 from Cape Cod, the Southcoast, the South Shore, and 
Martha's Vineyaed. 

From Marion: Lyric Buckley, Elizabeth Feeney, Jackson 
Gierhart, Jack McGinnis, Reid Reimold, Ava Strang, Natalia 
Sudofsky, Margaret Ward, 

From Mattapoisett: Benjamin Giumetti, Athena Kettner, 
Daicey Richardson, 

From Rochester: Eva Muldoon, Camden Jeppson. 





Recycle with ORRHS’s DECA Club 
‘Out with the old and in with the new! Clean out your 
closets and give Mother Nature the gift of donating your 
‘unwanted textiles. Did you know that 85 percent of clothing 
and textiles end up in landfills even though 95 percent can 
be recycled or reused? Support ORR High School's DECA, 
Club by donating your textiles all year round. The following, 
can be put in the bins in any condition, old or new, as long, 
as items are clean and dry: All types of footwear, clothing 
(including undergarments and socks), accessories (hats, 
gloves, scarves, handbags, duffle bags, tote bags, belts, 
ties), linens (sheets, pillows, comforters, blankets, towels, 
dish towels, throw rugs, draperies, table linens, placemats), 
and stuffed animals in any condition. Please bag items. 
Donation bins are located outside of Center School, Old 
Hammondtown, Rochester Memorial, Sippican School, and 
ORR Junior High and High Schools. All proceeds benefit 
ORRHS's DECA Club. 


Sippican Woman's Club Holiday Recipe 
‘The Sippican Woman's Club has had a Holiday House 
Tour since 1984. Inthe afternoon, after seeing the many 
homes, there would be the "Sugar Plum Tea,” where cookies 
and other pasties would be served. This week's recipe is 
from Eileen Merlino's cookies. 
Fileen was the president from 2003-2006. She has been 
‘on Scholarship Committee for II years, “and counting,” 
raisin White Chocolate Oatmeal cookies 
INGREDIENTS: 
+2/3cup butter or margarine, softened 
+2/3cup brown sugar 
*2large eggs 
#11/2 cups old-fashioned oats 
#11/2cups flour 
+1 teaspoon baking soda 
+#1/2 teaspoon salt 
+A 6-ounce package of Ocean Spray Craisins Orig 
Cranberri 
+2/3cup white or semi-sweet chocolate chunks or chips 
DIRECTIONS: 
Pecheat oven to 375 





Dried, 
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Using an electric mixer, beat butter or margarine and 
sugar together in a medium mixing bowl until light and 
flulfy. Add eggs, mixing well. Combine oats, flour, baking 
soda, and salt in a separate mixing bowl, Add to butter 
mixture in several additions, mixing well after each addition, 
Stir in dried cranberries and chocolate chunks, 

Drop by rounded teaspoonfuls onto ungreased cookie 
sheets. Bake for 10-12 minutes or until golden brown. Cool 
‘on wire rack, 





Friends of the Mattapoisett COA 
‘To our community of seniors: The Friends of the 

Mattapoisett COA hope you are safe and well. We want to 
thank you for the continued support throughout the years 
and hope things improve sooner rather than later. Although 
things are quiet at the COA for nowy, we do sill hope to keep 
up the membership tally. Your membership can be mailed to 
PO. Box 1116, Mattapoisett, MA, 02739. We miss all of you 
at our luncheons and look forward to this never-ending year 
becoming history with hope on the horizon. Also, thank you. 
to Jackie and her staff for keeping the home fires burning for 
all of us, Please be careful out there and, again, stay safe and 
stay strong, 





Meditation During Stressful Times 

(On Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m, the Marion Council on Aging, 
is offering a virtual meditation class held via Zoom. Stress 
has never been greater than it is right now. The pandemic 
has forced us indoors and has cut us off from the natural 
resources in our lives, such as time spent with family, friends, 
and beneficial activities, The good news is that meditation 
is a natural and effective way of quieting the mind and 
reducing stress tcan lower blood pressure and promote 
feelings of safety, peace of mind, and wellbeing. This class 
is perfect for anyone who enjoys the practice of meditation, 
as well as those who may be interested in learning how to 
meditate. You will be guided from the safety and comfort of 
your home by a dedicated meditation teacher with over 25 
years of experience, Susan M. Pisapia. 

‘This class is being funded by a generous grant from 
Coastline, Inc, the Massachusetts Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs, and the Federal Administration for Community 
Living 

Please contact the Council on Aging office at 508-748- 
3570 to attain access information for Zoom, 





‘Mattapoisett Set to Receive MassDOT Grant 
‘The Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
(MassDOT) has announced the most recent round of awards 

as part of its Shared Streets and Spaces Program, and 
Mattapoisett has been named as one of 11 recipients, The 
program, which was created in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic, helps fund municipal projects that enhance the 
tse of public ways, including areas for outdoor dining and 
bike lanes. Mattapoisett will be receiving $237,849 to create 
new connections to the Mattapoisett Rail Trail and provide 
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a safer route to Old Hammondtown Elementary School and. 
areas of employment in Faithaven. 

“Lam pleased to see state dollars fund projects that will 
help residents enjoy outdoor spaces during these times,” said 
Rep. Bill Straus (D-Mattapoisett), House chair of the Joint 
Comittee on Transportation. "I thank MassDOT and the 
Baker administration for their support ofthis projec.” 


Penny Pinchers Exchange 

Penny Pinchers Exchange, located at 39 Main Street in 
Marion, isthe consignment shop of The Fiest Congregational 
Church of Marion. Throughout the summer and fall, ur 
volunteers have enjoyed seeing our customers come into 
drop off consigments and donations, and search to find 
‘wonderful bargains in clothing, housewares, jewelry, and so 
such more. 

Looking ahead to the long winter season, our number 
tone priority isto keep our volunteers and customers safe and 
healthy: Due tothe increase in Covid-19 cases in our area, the 
decision has been made to temporarily close Penny Pinchers 
Exchange from December 20 to March 3, 2021 

We thank everyone for your continued support and 
look forward to seeing you back inthe spring. Our very best 
wishes to al for a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 
New Year! 








REBOOT 2020: A Virtual New Year's Eve 
Celebration 

Looking for a way to celebrate the new year in our 
socially distanced COVID-19 world? The First Unitarian 
Universalist Society of Middleborough invites you to 
REBOOT 2020 on Thursday, December 31, at 8:00 pm. 
Welcome in 2021 with over 20 acts of music, poetry, and 
song, featuring many talented musicians ina variety of acts 
from Ragtime to Broadway to Classical to Jazz. After you 
register, well send you a fre link that lets you “tune in” via 
the web! The show will stream on New Year's Eve at 8:00 pm. 
and will be available for a repeat viewing later. 

REBOOT 2020 isthe brainchild of tenor Tony Soares and 





recording technician Stephen Larzett, The idea blossomed as 
performers brought forward their acts: double flute, singing, 
reading, guitar, trumpet, double bass, hammered duleimer. 
‘Such a variety and combination of sounds and sights: 
dulcimer and flute partnered with spoken word, double 
bas singing Massenet’s famous “Meditation,” touches of 
jazz and Broadway standards. There are Blues in the Night 
as well as a Pajama Song, songs of love and songs of protest, 
‘Shakespeare set to music, Ieving Berlin, Leonard Bernstei 
Burt Bacharach, Scott Joplin, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and 
Although this show is free of charge, donations are gratefully 
accepted. The showy will stream at 8:00 pm on New Year's 
Eve forall who register, with or without a donation. Join us 
to press CTRL+ALT+DEL on 2020 and start fresh for 2021! 
For more information or to register, go to www. 
uumiddleboro.org /reboot2020, 





Holiday Sales at Rochester Historical Society 

Justa reminder! The Rochester Historical Society is 
here to help you with your Chaistmas shopping, You can 
make an appointment to shop at the Museum on County 
Road by getting in touch with Sue LaFleur at 508-295-8908 
or sashaticomeast.net, or Connie Eshbach at 508-763-4922 or 
‘email eshbach2saol.com. We have a variety of sweatshirts, 
hats, books, and Tic-Tac-Toe games, as well as our Rochester 
facemasks, f you'ee thinking of ordering a sweatshirt in a 
special color or size it would be best to do it very soon if tis, 
for Christmas. We want to thank the various local businesses, 
for carrying our Rochester masks at their stores. 








Holiday Food Drive 
The Wanderer is collecting nonperishables for those in 
reed this holiday season. If you would like to donate, please 
feel fre to stop by The Wanderer office during office hours. 
(Our office is open Monday, Thursday, and Friday 9:00 am 
0 300 pm, and Tuesdays 9:00 am to noon. We are located at 
55 County Road in Mattapoisett. Donations will be accepted 
through Monday, December 21. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity. 






























































REAL Estate TRANSACTIONS 

Buyer) Sellers) Adres a Date 

Cote, Forres d (Combra, Richard Die TR] 112 Sarah Sherman RO | Rochester — | TH2S73030 [360.0000 
Arkoatte,EmileeA | Sage, Abby STR 

Lynch Living Trust Agmt 

‘Moniton, Lia Spivey, Nancy A Tr Bigs Ter Marion] TWS0R0 | SREHOO.O 
Lindsey, Debi 

‘Chaput, Mackenzie | Chase, Rober Te TaR Noah St eT 
Chaput, Welsey M Menally Micha! es 

“Teneyck, Roberta! J Teneyck-Chris © 83 Comvene RT Marion | TOTO] ESOT 
‘Teneyek John E 

Baiey 1 Louis (Grover, Ehoat P 63 Pleasant Se Marion | TOTO | FS BOO 
Russell,Antoinette E__|Grover. Meghan S 

Carignan, Jacob Tewett, Ronald F TS Maron RT Rochester | TOTO | TSO 
Dalton. Erin N Jewett Elsie C 
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Thursday December17 9:47 
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Saturday December 19 11:32 
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Sunday December20_ 1201 
Monday December 21 12:54 
Tuesday December22. 147 
Wednesday December 23. 2:40, 
Thursday December 24 3:36 























Friday December 25 429 
Saturday December26 5:16 
Sunday December27 5:56 


Monday December 28 6:33 
Tuesday December 297.09 
Wednesday December 30 7:47 





Thursday December31 8:26 
Friday January 1 9.08 
Saturday January? 9353, 
Sunday January3 10:42 
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Toenter visit: www.wanderercom and Click on I Found the Aardoark 
In the December 10,2020 edition the Aardvark was on page 44! 
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Each week, hidden somewhere in the pages of The Wanderer isa tiny drawing of an aardvark. The litle guy you are looking for 
looks exactly lke the one pictured above (but don't put down this page as your answer, there's another one hidden somewhere in 


(Once you find the aardvark you can submit your answer online and if you ame right you will get Aardvark Points! You can 
then use these points to get cool Aardvark Prizes! 
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